T'LL BE 
DEAD 
SOON! 











QUICKER 
THAN 
LIGHT! 


FASTER 
THAN 
SOUND! 






T'M RUNNING 
FAST ENOUGH 
TO LEAVE MY 
BODY BEHIND! 
TT's ALMOST 
OVER! 


i 











TODAY’S 
THE DAY 


SEEMS 
LIKE YOU’RE 
GETTING AWFULLY 
COMFORTABLE WITH 
THE CONVENIENCES 
OF MODERN 
SOCIETY. 


YEAH, 
BUT 'M 
KINDA BUSY 


LOOKING FOR THE | 


GIFT SHOP ON 
MY PHONE. 


TEN 
MINUTES 
EARLIER... 


WE’RE 
DONE HERE, 
LETS HIT UP 

SHINAGAWA SHRINE 
AND THEN HEAD 
TO KAWASAKI. 


ARE YOU 
LISTENING 





a 































































































THAT ALL ITS 
IT TAKES TO ALMOST 
BE GODLY GODLY HOW 
THESE CONVENIENT. 
DAYS? THEY ARE/ YEAH, 
WELL, CELL 
PHONES ARE 
a: USEFUL! 
4, 4 “2 
‘4 WITH . \ eN 
A 
. WEATHER ts i \\ 
 f£ LIKE THIS, ) 
os, I’M BOUND ‘one 
TO MEET \ed 
SOMEONE 
cane “Toba if 
SPARROWS = 
AGREE < | | 
WITH ME 
Too. & SAS \| | f 
@ ¢ WS MY \)} 7 
, /, 
eo /. 4 
Y L X — 
s \ 9 =~ 
cAN'TALK tp ie ; = a 
TO BIRDS? : ~ : ; x “<a 
oa 
_ \ 


al 












I HATE 
TO BREAK 
IT TO YOU, 
BUT MY POWERS 































THIS 
















SAY THAT IT’S 
GuY’s GOING TO START 
REALLY DRIZZLING AT A 
KILLING SUNSET. 1 
MY VIBE! 








LIKE SHES 
ON THE ROAD F 
TO DEATH. J WHATS 
THAT GIRL 
UP TO? 















SEEMS 
TO ME THAT 
SHE’S LOST 
=} | HER WILL TO LIVE, 
SO NOW SHE’S 
ANSWERING 
THE CALL OF 
‘ ; THE VOID. 
\ , 

Ns Venter eee \ VBS ¢ » | 
cA ha A WE’RE EN, fo 
4 722M votconna || WeLLHAEA |S DN 

\+ LAST LONG It| | FEW DRINKS IN : 
RAZ HER HONOR- | 3 
<:| WE DO THAT RHONORS Js ) x) 
vorew \ St) every Time | |\ , : 
ie, te | = 
Wi le Es —_—_ 

TO ME. — ae 5 i 

\ = 6 ee = 





















































































































































—— 7 ERE rae S bss — ~ = 
































SSRACBVE*K \ Ss = ky — 

<F ‘ — 

et : NS : : 
Ths Py mk _.. 7 

Yaya Aye : Se NA ALO 


ee 

























































SBa. ae 

















































































































= OH JEEZ... 


le eee 
Ni i 

































































\\ 4 = 
\ 1 \ BIE NO, 
i ‘ SW NO, No! 
: \ S Nor 
HA GooD! 
oN THIS IS 
, NOT 
‘ CG Vy GOOD 
AT ALL! 
SA 
| 
THIS IS at 
GOING TO 
BE A WHOLE @ 19 
ORDEAL NOW! Q 96 © 
WHAT A PAIN 





























CRAP > 
INTHE ASS! (°\\Nh \\s 
A, 


























OH NO/ 




















































LIKE THE 
DRIVER’S 







THAT’S JUST 
WONDERFUL! 











I REALLY 




















DON’T WANT WE HAVE TO 
TO MAKE GET MOVING. 
wy TP ae 
JUST MOVING, 
STARTED! 
I’M NOT 
GOING TO 
LET IT END 


SO SOON! 








WHAT ARE 





I WANTED 
TO DIE BACK 








HIBINO, 
THOSE 
NOISES ARE 
FREAKING 
HER OUT. 


Im 
GONNA 
EAT YOUR 
BRAINS... 


YOU'RE STILL 
ACTING LIKE 
A ZOMBIE! 


WHAT? YOU 
ACTUALLY THINK 
I’M A ZOMBIE? 
THAT’S NOT HOW 
ZOMBIES WORK! 
ONLY A VIRTUOUS 
GOD LIKE ME CAN 
HAVE HIS WOUNDS 


HEALED LIKE THIS. 


WATCH! 




















































































spare 
A classes 


I WAS NAIVE Zi i 
ENOUGH TO i {ZA 
THINK YOU WERE (easy x 
MY SOULMATE, |, 80 ES ALS 
SO I TRIED ~~ 

Ve. 


fe 

















TO SAVE YOU, ~ 
I GUESS THIS “ 
IS WHAT _- 
I GET! : 
WHAT A ; 
PGuEss IV's TT WOULDA 
BACK TO THE * | C . SCREWED 
Pe rOR & ™ OED IN FRONT 
alert ni ME, ( f | y . 7 ay pas, 
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CAN I 
INTEREST 
YOU IN SOME 
FRIED 
CHICKEN? 





TO DIE? 








|\Ya\a 


\ 
\ 


NY 
ANIL 


A 





~S 


244 
ZY WHAT’S 
WRONG WITH 
A LITTLE BOOZE eed 
AT ATE HIE MINOR. 
0 
i Be 
“4 PS 


<4) 











THIS SUCKS/ 

BOOZE IS THE 

ONLY THING I 
CAN MAKE. Ke 





































































































YEAH, 
HE’S NOT 
GONNA DIE, 
SO CALM 
DOWN. 


ape 


(As, 





THAT MUST 
HAVE BEEN 
PRETTY SCARY! 
DRINK THIS AND 
TRY TO CALM 
DOWN. 




































































IM 
HARDER TO 
KILL THAN 
MOST. 





























































































I WANT TO DIE. WELL, 
mpd icity THATS WHAT I 6, TM GLAD 


WAS TRYING TO |) B __HE’S NOT 
DIE WHENEVER ‘\) DO WHEN HE) Six GOING TO DIE, 
THEY WANT! SAVED ME. I . a 
; SORRY FOR 
CAUSING 
TROUBLE. 




















HEY, 
YOUR ROAD 
; IS PRI 
YEAH, INTERESTING. 
IT’S ALMOST LIKE : 
IT’S REACHING 
OUT TO YOU... 





---SOMETHING 
IMPORTANT. 
AND NOW IT’S 
PULLING YOU 
TOWARDS 


THAT'S 
THE KIND 
OF VIBE YOU 
GIVE OFF. 


WHAT IS WITH 
YOU TWO? 


IT’S LIKE 
YOU LOST 
SOMETHING. 





I’M A GOD, 
AS YOU 
CAN SEE, 












































f YOU'RE RIGHT 
ABOUT THIS GUY, ou 
BUT NOT ME/ y, <0 YOURE 


SEE YOU oN | COMEDIANS. 
AROUND! i f | t 

SORRY YOU 

GOT HURT! 


























































































































































































































JUST MIND 
YOUR OWN 
BUSINESS! 


IM 
DOING 
IT FOR MY 
BEST 
FRIEND! 


HEy! 
WHERE DO 
YOU THINK 

YOU'RE 
GOING?! 









SHE DIED, 
AND NOW I’M 
Uy GOING TO 
DIE WITH 
HER. 



































IN FRONT WE SAID 


OF MY GOODBYE 
HOUSE 


SEE YOU 
TOMORROW! 


SHE DIDN'T 
MAKE IT T0 
TOMORROW. 





ALL OF IT é AFTER THAT, 


FEELS MEAN- P I LOST IT. 
INGLESS. 








‘ 2 AND SO, 

iui Ls 2) | THATS WHY I’M 

Y 7 < SUPER READY TO } — 
oO eerie p DIE TODAY! 7S 

BUT THAT’S y = 
WHAT I’M 

GONNA DO! 

















YOU’RE 
RIGHT. 
I DON’T 
GET IT. Zn 


























































N 
\ 
lL fl 
BUT I'VE 
f : NEVER MET 
= |B SOMEONE WHO : 
| LOVED THEIR — 
ES FRIEND THAT ; : 
# 
5 wi MUCH. a4 4 
< 
rs er 
SHE MUST : 
HAVE BEEN A 


TRULY SPECIAL 
PERSON. 


WHY ELSE 
WOULD YOU 
THROW YOUR LIFE 
AWAY LIKE 














































































































WE 


















ee 
ARE YOU 
GOING TO BE 
OKAY IF SHE F< 
DIES NOW? 
ae < 
es | 2 
pall 
<| 
“e 
a 
I DUNNO! i 
ARE YOU ZB 
GOING TO 
MOURN HER G 
PROPERLY? 



































































































































































































































SHE SURE 
WAS INTER- 
ESTING. 


























































































































































































































IT DOESN’T 
SIT RIGHT WITH 
ME KNOWING THAT 


SOMEONE I KNOW 
|S ABOUT TO DIE. 





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































OF COURSE 
THEY DON'T 
I MEAN, EXIST. 
HAS ANYONE 
EVER MET 
ONE? 


{ GODS... 
REALLY? 









































h, THAT .- 
t WIS <= 
8 CAME yZ 
3 TRUE’ IN 


+ 





bh, a | \ J 





























NEXT YEAR 
AND FOREVER 
ONWARD! 


YOU LENT 
=EZHER|SOME 
BOOKS ABOUT 
\ THE ANCIENT 
LEGENDS. 





PLEASE, 
LET MIKA 
AND I BE 
TOGETHER 








GOSH! YM 
BLUSHING! 


T'M HAVING A 
TON OF FUN 
RIGHT NOW, 
RUT WHAT TF 
THINGS JUST 
GEE WORE S2 
ROM HERE 
gle 







































































































































































UNTIL WE’RE 
DEAD/ 
















































































































THERE 
HAS TO BE 
A WAY TO DIE 
WITHOUT CAUSING 
ANYONE ELSE 
PAIN... 
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LIKE FROM 
A SHRINE? 


\ 
\ 


\ 


SSS NS 








BUT I 

CAN SHOW 
YOU SOMETHING 
WONDERFUL 
INSTEAD! 





OD . 
NS 
PRT 1 































































































































































































































































































































































































g a 
LAAT % 


- UL S. i S 5 | \ 
aa 7 
oo \ 


NSS yy 








































































































THE ROAD 





THEY SERVE 
AS GUIDEPOSTS 
FOR YOUR SOUL, 


FROM YOUR 
BIRTHPLACE 
TO YOMI. 


YOUR LIFE 





THE PLACE 

YOUR SOUL 

GOES WHEN 
YOU DIE? 





Ivs 
REALLY REAL? |\ 
HEAVEN IS \ 
REAL? 


TO GO ON 
A TRIP. 

















AND 
§ THEIR NAME 
IS UTTERED FOR 


THE FINAL 
STEP IS TO 
HEAD DOWN 

AHILL CALLED 
YOMOTSUHIRASAKA. 
FROM THERE, 

THEY CAN 

ENTER YOMI. 


THEY 
HAVE TO 
DISSIPATE 
THEIR ESSENCE BY 
SAYING GOODBYE 
TO A VARIETY OF 
OTHER GODS. 


BUT IT 
WORKS A BIT 
DIFFERENTLY 
FOR GODS. 

THEY DIE WHEN 
EVERYONE STOPS 
BELIEVING IN 
THEM 


IN ORDER 
FOR GODS TO 
STAY PURE 
IN DEATH, 





IN A BOOK ONCE. 
IT’S IN SHIMANE 
PREFECTURE, 
RIGHT? 


AT THE BOTTOM 
OF THE HILL, 
GODS AND HUMANS 
LIVE EQUALLY IN A 
LAND OF DEATH. 


THE LAND 
OF YOMI. 















































THE LAND 
OF DEATH? 




































































































































































DOES A 
PLACE LIKE 
THAT REALLY 

EXIST? 





ANG 
\ roe 
: Ai 


HIBINO! | | 


YOU DOING? 
YOU’RE NOT 
TRYING TO 
PASS US BY, | 
ARE YOU? 





















































AND MISS, 
YOURE 
GONNA DIE 
EVENTUALLY. 
WHY RUSH IT? 


YOU/RE 
RIGHT. 
THERE’S NO 
NEED TO 
RUSH IT. 


Uy 






























































































































































TODAY, I WAS. 
PLANNING ON 
GOING HOME, 
EATING SOME 
TASTY MEAT, 
AND SLEEPING 
LIKE A BABY. 


BECAUSE 
THE THREE OF US 
ARE HEADED 
TO YOMI! 


} 








THAT MUST 





MEAN THAT THE 7 : WELL, 
PLACE PEOPLE GO Pe ‘ y GODS EXIST, 
WHEN THEY DIE Ay RIGHT? 
ALSO EXISTS! 
x 
AND IF 
THAT’S THE 
‘SE. 






SHE’LL 
BE WAITING 
FOR ME 
THERE! 






































































SO I/D LIKE 

TO JOIN YOU GUYS 

AND DIE THERE 
oo! 














SOMETHING 
TERRIBLE 
MUST HAVE 
HAPPENED FOR 
YOU TO END UP 
THIS WAY. 









MIKA as 


MIKA 


WELL, 
YOU HAVEN’T 
DIED EITHER, 

RIGHT? SO 
WE’RE IN THIS 
TOGETHER! 


THINK YOU 
UNDERSTAND 
WHAT DEATH 
ENTAILS. 


























SHE SURE 
SEEMS HAPPY 
FOR SOMEONE 
THAT’S PLANNING 
HER OWN 
DEATH. 


ITLL BE 
MUCH BETTER 
IF THE ROAD TO 
DEATH IS 
LIVELY. 





YOUR 
FRIEND‘S 
SOUL MIGHT 
BE WAITING 
FOR YOU 
IN YOMI. 





LET'S GO DIE 
TOGETHER! 





ARE MUCH 
WEIRDER 
THAN I 


THOUGHT! [77a | THIS WAS THE 
b BEGINNING OF 
OUR HOPEFUL 

JOURNEY. 


HIBINO, 
TRY SOME 
TOO. 








ACCORDING 


TO LEGEND, 
















I THINK 
THAT'S 
REALLY 
Tis! 2 ry REAS- 
AND GODS (> SURING. 
ARE REAL = ‘ 
Too! 


TLL BE 
DEAD SOON 
AND THEN I’LL 
BEABLETO = 
SEE YOU 


SO JUST 
HOLD ON 
UNTIL THEN! 


‘The end of the journey. 








































































































WE’RE FATED 
TO TRAVEL 
TOGETHER. 


HIBINO, 
HOW ABOUT 
YOU GIVE MIKA 
A RIDE IN YOUR 
EMPTY SEAT? 


«ee TRACK 
AND FIELD 


I CAN‘T 
BELIEVE YOU 





WITH ME. 
UNDER- 
ESTIMATED THE [ &> 
STAMINA OF A 
TEENAGER. 


YOU RAN 
LIKE A 
BULLET! 





ARE YOU 




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































KIDDING? 
a: 
THIS SIDECAR IS " 
RESERVED FOR 
MY SOULMATE. 
NOBODY ELSE 
CAN USE IT— 
GOD OR NO GOD. 
° s A fF 
L 
7 
IF YOU WANT GET LOST! 
HER TO COME I DIDN'T ene 
* WITH US SO BAD, SIGN UP si 
WHY DON’T YOU TOBEA 


CARRY HER ON YOUR CHAUFFEUR! 
BACK AND FLY? 
I DON’T WANT IS 
ANY PART iMll 
OF THIS. 
‘ 









I THINK 
I WOULD 
CAUSE QUITE A 






WHAT 
THE HECK?! YOU TWO 
ARE THE 
ONLY ONES COMMOTION IF 
I DID THAT. 


THAT CAN 


IS SHE FLYING 
SEE ME. 


ON A GOD’S 
BACK OR 
SOMETHING?! 


ON THE 
OTHER HAND, 
EVERYONE 
CAN SEE MIKA. 
IT WOULD 
BE A WHOLE 

ORDEAL. 























7 
g 
\ 
j 
} 
OS 
g 
| Qa 
OH MAN, & i] 
NOW | E F 
yuo, ee ha, (SS ; 
BETTER PISSED. ji! F hy 
(SE HEAD 7k 
HOME. -y X 7 . 
= SY, / 
as Leg St / 
r[™ Lessii\ = Eiger] ( YOU DON’T 
NOT GOING LAS ARtey 
oT SONG [Il m= y) CARRY ME. 
| ad 


BS) 








I’M NOT 
TELLING 


YOU. 





Ss, 


OKAY THEN. 
i! WHAT’S THEIR 
; ; NUMBER? 
oe \ 
yw 9 
f} \ 



















































































% 
FINE. 
TLL 
CALL 
Do you ears 
REALLY WANT POLICE 
TO GET THE POLICE |_ AND. 


INVOLVED, HIBINO? 
YOU FLED THE 
SCENE OF A 

HIT AND RUN. 








YOUVE STILL 
GOT TIME TO 
CHANGE YOUR MIND. 
WHY DON’T YOU CALL 
YOUR PARENTS AND 
ASK THEM TO 
PICK YOU UP? 


I THREW 
MY PHONE 
IN THE TRASH 
AT HOME! 



















wow! 
YOU CAN’T 
BEAT THE FEELING 
OF THE WIND IN 
& yous HAIR WHEN 
URE ON 
a MOTORCYCLE! 
















MAYBE = 
QUITTING ( oN 
MY JOB AND ( ~~ D 
GOING ON THIS R ] x 
TRIP WASN'T SUCH z 


A BAD IDEA 
AFTER ALL. 


























rq 


My 


I’M SORRY 


SEPERATE 
ROOMS, 
PLEASE. 


MR. TOUGH GUY 


L 


74 
MADE YOU RUN ALL EI) (i 
THE WAY HERE. 


I'D LIKE 
TO CHECK IN, 
PLEASE. 




















PLEASE 
RETURN YOUR 


FEEL FREE TO 
REACH OUT TO THE 
FRONT DESK IF YOU 

NEED ANYTHING! 





I SEE. 
PLEASE ENJOY 
YOUR STAY. 















































IF YOU ) 
DON’T LIKE IT, 
GET YOUR DON’T GODS 
OWN ROOM. SLEEP ON TOP = 
THAT’S HOW OF TREES OR 
IT WORKS IN SOMETHING? V, 
THE HUMAN BETTER START 
. LOOKING. 
cy \ 
LF \, 
f j ‘ 
Spam ad _ 
i H - 
I 
/ li \ 
HUH? 
. 1 AND YOU, 
Kon) i GO BUY SOME 
THANKS! | 1 Cor f CLOTHES AND 
: “ney Bp WHATEVER ELSE 
i YOU NEED. 
~N 
( 
Hi ~ 
WHERE 4 a 
ARE YOU = pais .A LOT. 
GOING? CE Z 
= | @ ZZ 
aR 
YEAH, YEAH, YOU'RE 
WHATEVER: | \ 100 KIND. 


















































Geer 1009 























I'VE GOT 
SOME ADULT 
BUSINESS TO 
TAKE CARE OF. 


























AT NIHON- 
BASHI. 








WE ACTUALLY 
JUST MET A FEW 
DAYS AGO. 








WHO’S 
TO SAY! 








































































































WHAT’S 
HIS DEAL? 




































































































































































































































FROM FOOD TO\\ 
PURIFICATION 4 


TOOLS, DAY 
OR NIGHT! 





GET THESE 
CHOCOLATE 
BARLEY 
PUFFS? 


y THIS 
\Y¥ “CONVENIENCE 


ITS TITLE! 





ABOUT THIS § 
LOVELY PINK 
CHOCOLATE? 


WE USED TO 
EAT THESE ALL 


THOUGH. I HAVEN’T 


EATEN MUCH 
SINCE SHE... 


AND WHAT 
IS THIS? 





YOU'LL GIVE 
HER THAT 
SOUVENIR! 




























































































REALLY? 














THERE’S 
NO WAY SHE’D 
BE ABLE TO 
EAT ALL THAT! 





THEN YOU 
SHOULD HANG 
ONTO THEM 
UNTIL WE GET 
TO YOMI. THEY 
CAN BE A SOU- 





TM SURE 
SHE WILL. 


YOU SHOULD 
BRING HER A 
HUNDRED MORE 
OFFERINGS. 








SO THE GIRL 
YOU WANT TO 
MEET LIKES 


IYM GOING TO 
SEE HER AGAIN, 
AREN'T I? 


DO YOU 
THINK SHE’LL 
BE SURPRISED 
WHEN I GIVE 
IT TO HER? 
DO YOU THINK 
SHE’LL BE 
HAPPY? 











Zz) 


“ll 






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































las 
Splash Sri 



































































































































































































































































































































I WONDER 
IF MOM IS 

















LOOKING FOR 
ME RIGHT NOW. 












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































THANKS FOR 
HELPING ME 
REALIZE THAT. 




















I REALLY 
ENJOYED THE 
TIME WE SPENT 
TOGETHER. 

I WOULDN’T 
TRADE IT FOR 
ANYTHING. 











OX¢ 


LEVS 


LIVE OUR LIVES 
TO THE FULLEST, 
SEPARATELY. 








EVEN AFTER 
YOU’RE GONE, 
T/LL HAVE PLENTY 
LEFT TO SPARE. 


YOU FILLED 
MY LIFE WITH 
SO MUCH 
HAPPINESS. 





















































DON’T 
MENTION IT. 
I FEEL THE 
SAME WAY. 








l 


WAS HE YOUR = 
SOULMATE? 































































































ow 
C {| 
peal 
.— ‘e 
7h cy, ~ ISN’T IT 
ASK] | PAST YOUR 
, BEDTIME, 
> KID? 
HUH? Z 

















WELL, 
WE WERE 
BUT NOT 
ANYMORE. 























IT SEEMED 
LIKE YOU : 
WERE DATING 
THOUGH! 





HEY, HEY, 
I DON’T WANT 
YOUR PITY. 





THERE’S 
NO CONTRACT 
OR ANYTHING, 
BUT BOTH PARTIES 
KNOW WHAT THEYRE 
GETTING INTO. 











































































































































































































IT WAS 
MUTUAL. 





NONE OF MY 
RELATIONSHIPS 
LAST LONGER 
THAN A FEW MONTHS 
OR YEARS, BUT 
THAT'S BY 
DESIGN. 














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































PROBABLY 
wHy DO MORE. 
YOU SET A 
TIME LIMIT? 
IT WOULD 
BE A PAIN 
IF I DIDN‘T. 
L THINK IT’S 
B50 WAY OVER A 
THE ; f | g HUNDRED. 
NUMBER y 
OF PEOPLE as 
IVE DATED, \ | 
I MEAN. 
» 
~ 
= 
= ~ 
\ ae = ‘ IF UM WITH 
\ ¢ SOMEONE 
as FOR TOO LONG, 
s\ wm | THEY START 
A ‘ 7 J GETTING OLD. 
AND OF COURSE, 
So I DON’T, SO THAT 
ALWAYS CAUSES 
\ TROUBLE. 

















































































































A\, 










































































































































































WHY EVEN i 
BOTHER DATING 
PEOPLE 
THEN? 










WELL, YOU 
KNOW. 





I DON’T 
GET IT. 













IT'S 
ALL ABOUT 
GETTING 
LAID! 






WHAT DO 
YOU THINK 
I WAS DOING 
WITH THAT 
GUY FROM 
EARLIER? 


DID 
YOU JUST 
APPEAR 
OUT OF : THERE’S 
NOWHERE? > NO NEED TO 
y SCARE HER. 


GODS ARE 
ALWAYS 
WATCHING, 


YOU KNOW. 





: HEIR 
LIVES WITH 
HAPPINESS AND 

LEAVE ONCE I 

HINK THEY HAVE 

ENOUGH TO LAST 
LIFETIME. 


A WIN-WIN, 
RIGHT? 




















WHEN 
YOU'VE LIVED 
AS LONG AS 

T HAVE, YOU HAVE 
TO FIND WAYS TO 
ENTERTAIN YOURSELF. 
I DON’T THINK 
THERE’S ANYTHING 
WRONG WITH 
THAT. 


SO YOU CAN 
FALL HEAD 
OVER HEELS 
FOR SOMEONE, 
BREAK UP WITH THEM, 
AND THEN DO IT 
ALL OVER AGAIN 
WITH A NEW 
PERSON? 





I GUESS 
YOU COULD 
SAY THAT. 


SOUNDS 
LIKE YOU’RE 
QUITE THE 


I JUST 
LOVE Every Jp) p )), ROMANTIC. 


SINGLE MEMBER 

4 OF THE ENTIRE 
HUMAN 
RACE. 





REALLY 
THOUGH, 

IF YOU LIVE 
AMONG THEM 
FOR THOUSANDS 
OF YEARS, YOU'RE 
BOUND TO FIND 
SOME THAT 
YOU LIKE. 




























































































\ I COULD 
y LIVE A LIFE 
OF SOLITUDE. 
I'D STAY UNDER THE 
RADAR AND OUT 
OF EVERYONE’S 
WAY 


BUT IT 
WOULDN’T / 
BE EASY. 


























































































































































































































































































































UCH HARDER 
THAN YOU TWO 
CAN IMAGINE. 

















































































































BEING ALL 


ALONE IN 
THE WORLD 





ee 
Se 

























































































































































































YEAH, 

IT MUST 
GET PRETTY 
LONELY. 



















































woe 
THINK. 












































FANTASTIC! 
MISS HAPPY- 
GO-LUCKY 
GETS IT! (SPS 


















































































































































YOU CAN 
DIE ANY TIME 
YOU WANT TO. 
HOW COULD YOU 
POSSIBLY 
UNDERSTAND 
MY SITUATION? 


KR 

















AS FAR 



































I THOUGHT COULDNT E 
I COULDN'T DIE 
THAT TAGGING BUT I WAS HOPING 
ALONG WITH A GOD THAT I’D MISSED 
ON THEIR ROAD TO SOMETHING 
DEATH MIGHT LEAD % 
ME TO MY OWN. 
THAT WAY WAS 
STARTING TO 
a GET OLD. 
(aS 








sO NOW 
TM ALONG 
FOR THE 


RIDE. Vi, . 





AND WHO 
KNOWS? 
a MAYBE T’LL 


FIND MY 
SOULMATE 
ALONG 
THE WAY. 
























































Sy, 





































































































































































































WHAT KIND 
OF PERSON 
WAS THAT GIRL? 
THE ONE THAT 
YOU LOVED 
ENOUGH TO 
DIE FOR. 






































































































































WHAT WAS 
SHE LIKE? 




















































































































I REALLY 
LOVED HER. 





























































































































































































1. DON’T WANT 
JO HEAR THAT 
FROM YOU. 









THE PERSON YOU 
WERE WITH ALREADY 
CHECKED OUT. 











I THINK THEY 
CALL PEOPLE 
LIKE YOU 
“IMMATURE.” 









9) 


wera f 






































































































































































































































VS 





MORNING, MIKA! 
9 THE WEATHER’S 
GREAT TODAY, 


HUH? 7; 
# ee 


o 
oO 


























































































































































































































































































































































































































FIND YOURSELE: 























































































ON THE! SIDE 
OF THEIROADs 





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Hibino! 











IN THE 
WA-? FINE. HEY, 
JUST DON’T \ THIS BAG IS 
STEP ON IT K IN THE WAY. 
CAN I PUT 
IT ON THE 
we FLOOR? 



















































































































































































































HIBINO, 
I MADE A 
PLAYLIST. 


























IN SEARCH OF HOPE, 
THEY HEADED WEST. 





OFF WE 
Go! 

















LET’S HEAD 
TO SHIMANE, 
TWO PEOPLE 

AND ONE GOD. 




















































































































WE’RE BACK 
ON THE ROAD 
TO DEATH! 


I 
{ 
CE FTAUMBORT) F2B/ EH) 


READS 





«NEVER 
THOUGHT 
’D SEE A GOD 


SURFING AT 
THE BEACH. 











WE’RE 
IN SHOUNAN 
AFTER ALL. 


WELL, 

































































































































































































































































My 















































































































































ad gy an) 






































PO 0 ae 
laa 

















































































































































































































































DO YOU WANT TO GO 


























ANYWHERE BESIDES 

















HAKONE SHRINE? 
















































































ALRIGHT, 
THATS ON THE 
ASHINO LAKE 
«SO WHAT DID DETOUR. 
THIS DRAGON 
GOD DO FOR YOu? 
IVE NEVER HEARD 
OF A GOD HELPING 
ANOTHER GOD. 


























THE DRAGON 
GOD THAT 
RESIDES THERE 


HMM... 
4 = ABUNCH 
OF LITTLE 

SX THINGS. 


Ss 






















YEAH, 
YD LIKE TO 
IY] PAY MY RESPECTS 
AT KUZURYUU 
SHRINE. 





[a= 


nia 








Vowel 































































































7 
7 WHAT THE 
¢ HELL DOES 
( y) y THAT MEAN? 
Z ali||| 
IH 
IS THE i 
DRAGON GOD 
AN ACTUAL 


DRAGON? 








































































WHAT JUST 
HAPPENED? 











TONIGHT WE’RE 
LIVING LARGE AT 
THE SOURCE OF A 
HOT SPRING! 
























RS I RESERVED 
Bie L SEPERATE ROOMS, 














os pe 4 EACH WITH 
is THEIR OWN BATH. WOW... 
i YOU’RE WELCOME. THIS PLACE 
IS REALLY 
/ NICE. 
tes Vi = 
as : 
= - 
SS WY 
5 — 
LS 4 i ! ‘ 
«MIGHT AS WELL : - 
GO ALL OUT NOW 
THAT WE HAVE THE SS 
OPPORTUNITY, A IUHEZ : ee 
: RIGHT? An 


— 








S y 
LAX Y. 


Rs 








= 


THANK YOU 
VERY MUCH/ 




















. OKAY, OKAY. 
YOU TWO AREN’T A 
SUSPICIOUS AT ALL? DIAL IT BACK 
YOU’RE NOT EVEN ABIT. 
CURIOUS ABOUT WHERE x 
I GOT ALL OF 
THIS CASH? 





























WELL, YOU’VE 
} BEEN ALIVE 
FOR A WHILE. 
WHAT WOULD YOU’VE HAD 
YOU EVEN PLENTY OF TIME 
TO SAVE! 




































































































































































































































































































: “ 
T HAVENT = ° 
BEEN TO 3 (é 

~~ aca rn HAKONE e’ 
moan : = 
4 ; SINCE MY é 
3 ™ "ELEMENTARY oe 
SCHOOL f) 





FIELD TRIP. Py RS 




























































































I CAN'T 
REMEMBER THE 
LAST TIME I WAS 

ABLE TO RELAX IN 
A WARM BATH 
LIKE THIS. 














































































































































































































































w.FAR 
AWAY FROM 
MY PARENTS, 









































AND FROM 
SCHOOL... 




































































































































































FURTHER, 
AWAY, 
THAN, 
BEFORE: 
sl me ng 
~  f A GOD ZF Y, YA 





a S = Wy Ze 
$ AND A 0 
SUSPICIOUS re 
IMMORTAL 
MAN 


> 


e 
Ye 
'  ~—~—sSSEVERYTHING ELSE 8, 
- FEELS... 








WHAT ARE YOU 
HOLDING? 


THAT’S NOT 
MITSUHA. 


ITS 
NOT YOUR 
FAULT. 





NOW'S NOT 
= THE TIME 
TO QUESTION 
YOUR OWN 
MORTALITY! 


| PERFECTHY, 
[NATURAL TO 


LIFE ISN’T 
GOING TO 
WAIT FOR YOU! 
IT’S TIME TO 
MOVE ON! 





















































































































































I|\_ 
<< IS 
Se < = 
a= <A 
TF ‘ 
wage ee ee 





ego ees 
ee 




























































































= 100 
QOSE: 





























































































































ne 
THATS Af osS8 GZ 
RIGHT. Z 

ZA Oa IT’S BEEN ( — 

—_ © PART OF MY 

a, ROUTINE FOR ) 

7 DECADES. BS J 


A SO YOU VISIT 
Ne THAT MINOR GOD 



















































































EVERY SINGLE DAY? 




































































































































































































































































































































































5 AND LISTENING THE REST 
2 TO THE PATRONS = OF MY DAYS 
4 ernesser figila et 
= SOUNDS LIKE || 2 TENDING TO 
_ll_ | youve Got LiFe |/&° fg THEIR ADVENTURES. S 4 MY GARDEN, 
ALL FIGURED | 3 ; 
OuT! oN 
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MAKING = |[=——*= 
BEAD ART, 


TT 










i it f i 





























































































































--YOU KNOW, 
I’VE NEVER 
LEFT KANAGAWA, 
LET ALONE 
JAPAN. 








SOMETIMES 
I LIKE TO IMAGINE 
WHAT IT WOULD BE LIKE 
TO LIVE ANOTHER LIFE 
IN SOME FAR OFF 
COUNTRY, TOO. 


AND YET 
YOU HAVE 
NO INTEREST IN 
TRAVELING? 











































































































= IN ANY CASE, 
THANK YOU 

VERY MUCH FOR 

INDULGING ME. 




















































































































































































































































































wry 
THE VASTNESS 
OF THE OCEAN, 
THE SMELLS OF 
HISTORICAL SITES, 
THE SONGS OF 
EXOTIC BIRDS... 
THEY’RE ALL AS 
WONDERFUL AS I 
IMAGINE THEM TO BE 
PRECISELY BECAUSE 
IT’S THE ONLY WAY 
THAT I'VE 
EXPERIENCED 
THEM. 


AS MOBILE 


7 ASIUSED 


—=]/ 1 DON’T THINK 


OH, YM THESE OLD BONES: 
SORRY. HAVE THE STRENGTH 
TO EVEN WALK OUT 
EVEN ASKED OF TOWN. 
FOR YOUR ‘ 











NAME. 
























































































I WON’T HAVE 


MUCH USE(FOR. 
A NAMEZONGE 
THAT HAPPENS. oa 


A 


JOP OH My, 
— 15 BEAUTEUL. 
a 

— 


YOU CAN 
HAVE SOME 
TOO, YOUNG 

LADY. 


THANKS... 








N 





E> 





MY NAME? 


I DON’T 
HAVE ONE! 








PRETTY SOON, 
TLL RETURN TO 
THE EARTH. 

































































































































































































































































WELL THEN, 
MAYBE THE 
EARTH WILL 
APPRECIATE THIS 
WHEN YOU 
RETURN TO IT. 


RETURN 

TO THE 

EARTH, 
HUH? 

















THAT’S TRULY 
FASCINATING. 














































































































IT HOPE 


YOU HAVE A 
WONDERFUL 
JOURNEY. 




















I KNOW THIS 
MIGHT SOUND LIKE 
THE RAMBLINGS 
OF AN OLD LADY 

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































BUT 
PLEASE, 
WHILE YOU 
STILL CAN, 
GO OUT AND 
SEE THE 
WORLD! 
is 
= 
cry 
i: 
PEOPLE/ 
ZL BX S 
LEARN ABOUT 3 y 
HOW THEY LIVE ¢ 
THEIR LIVES! Pi A d 




































































































































































MOST 


PEOPLE 
HAVE 
DREAMS, 


BS 


BUT THE 
ONLY ONES WHO 
= ACHIEVE THEM 
ARE THOSE THAT 
TAKE A STEP 


| FORWARD. oo Z 


Qi 






























































MAYBE 
IN MY NEXT LIFE, 
TLL... 


HEY, MISS 
MICHINO! 







































































| LIVING ALONE FOR 
i 





i sy 
TE BEEN } I'S BEEN 
|| ALMOST FIFTY YEARS, OE es 
BUT THE KINDNESS pont ates 
OF THOSE OH My! ‘i 
ae AROUND ME. TWO YEARS 
—_ ‘ALREADY? 






























































































































































































WH 
HAS FILLED Ni 
MY LIFE WITH LOOK! 
SO MUCH JOY. We T/M WEARING 
.\ THE BROACH 























ON YOU GAVE 
ME! 























































































































































































































= 





ON 

ale 
BS 

1 Bis 

ANOTHER REASON = ORS 

IS THAT MY HUSBAND SS 
AND DAUGHTER WERE [/. de: g) : 
TAKEN FROM ME V4 


FAR TOO SOON. Zz \ 














IS THAT 
WHY YOU 
STAYED 
HERE? 


HMM... 
I’M SURE 
THAT'S PART 
OF IT. 

















































































































| BUT I 


DON’T REGRET 
YT! 














IT’S BEEN HARD. 






















































THAT 
SHOULDN‘T 
EVEN BEGIN ° 





TO COVER IT! 


STOP TRYING 
TO DOWNPLAY 
YOUR GRIEF! 
IT WAS MUCH 
MORE THAN 
SHARD“, 
WASN'T IT?! 
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= a 2 SS 
OO,, E re ae oS 
pe ese es cee ey : 
£6 fe io ND 
zrQ0 _ - 
=O ye i 





[ee 
oO (NN 
Gi — #-. 
—  rr—O—CNC 
OO Don eae a se eie 
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oe 
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E Sy oe 
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oe AS ee 
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AS Z 3 
a AMS ,_ 
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 f. C- Ff 
i eS 
eee 4 ye 
BA Res 
4 | 
le eS oN 
Cp. . > 
og 
oo : See . 
ay 1] ey 3 \'s ‘ 
ia fo ee i. i * 
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es _ = _ pg 
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pa 
eg 

















ect 
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-  g 
— | y 
YY 












































































































































































































































































































































































































































AAH! 
WHAT WAS I 
THINKING? 




























































































MIKA, 








THERE. 





HEY, 
LOOK OVER 










THE SWANS 
ARE SHOWING [4 
US THE WAY. 








a 











a 
a 


/ 


a 


\ 















































IM COUNTING 
ON YOU TO HELP ME 
LEARN THE NAME OF 

EVERY BIRD WE 

ENCOUNTER, 


OKAY? 








.--NEVER THOUGHT 
I’D BE CONSOLED 
BYA GOD. 









































= a 
«NOT <7 7 
ANYMORE. Ny iw 
THINKING 
ABOUT 
SOMETHING 
SUPER COOL? 
a “ 

















YOU CAN’T 
COUNT ON 
OUR COMPANION 
TO DO THAT ALL 

THE TIME. 





GODS DON’T SEE 
THINGS THE SAME 
WAY THAT WE DO. 




































THAT WAS 
A REALLY 
||| Nice THING 
|| To Do. 








































































































































































































UZ 
& 

















his ore 
—|=— a i 
See, 
= =e 
= ee SSS (PASS 
OS SESS 
t A OBS. 

















































































































(ESTAR: 


Ms 





DR) B3B/Bb) 


BADSS 

















ui 











\ 


EY DON’T 


THEY WEREN'T 
PUT HERE TO 
SAVE YOU. 





DonT stay | % 

INTHE BATH FOR JSS] WHAT 
TOO LONG. DO YOU 
MEAN? 


ies 






































WHAT’S 
UP WITH 
HIM? 





UNI 


TRANSLATED & EDITED BY 
maigo 


site 
maigo.moe 





ORD 


discord.gg/CnZBudA 


I 
Hk CHS: 





PRERAYR-2N.E 
ORvayvZeR.8 
BEKEODIEbFYIOR 
(CARO L7H —£§$ 





ENERDEDIS. [RH 
BIR CWIROBL [HH 
SEIZBMI SAS (7) 
OD>MAKT. 





See HTT SCLIc, 


ZEAROBLEIES 
Hose terldele 
BODeMS RLURE 
IAW eS Als—? 











wee Ss 

AAHELSICMR Se) 

AD CHMERIEL OBEBRL HRT) [47 Sees 
HRT SB. RED DROBE. [EHD [Ve 


WTSIARASSOL 
Ure? 


CnHETHNHSTU 
- 


BPELMOLEAS | 
CCHAERRICBS CE 





| 

















Pere Sa os py 





























Pa Rztx y 
[BATCH UC 





=A} 
BADR ay7e 
RUCARE lado 
EDR RROMT 
OBS 














WHERE WE 
PART WAYS. 























MY FRIEND 


HOORI 
NOMIKOTO. 












ig hh 


PEOPLE REALLY 
GET A KICK OUT 

















IT’S LIKE Ls OF THIS PLACE, 
THEY'RE DRAWN i iva i HUH? 
= : TO ITS DIVINE i 
er <S ESSENCE. f ‘ 
Gay D | 
Pita ened OR MAYBE 






a 


ie 


| (T'S JUST Easy 
: To VISIT. 





















ACCESSIBILITY 
IS IMPORTANT, 
YOU NEED TO 
CONSIDER 
CELL SIGNAL 
STRENGTH. 






YEAH, 
BUT EVEN 
NORMAL PEOPLE 
OR FORGOTTEN GODS 
TEE ME CARTE 
FOREVER TOO... 







IN YOMI, 
AT LEAST. 











SHRINES 
LIKE THIS ONE 
SURE ARE POPULAR! 
THEIR GODS WILL 
PROBABLY LIVE 
FOREVER, 
RIGHT? 





































OF COURSE. 
IT’S THE LAND 
OF THE DEAD 
AFTER ALL. 





WILL 
WE REALLY 
BE ABLE TO 
SPEAK WITH 
THE DEAD? 





TRUST ME, I’M 
OMNIPOTENT. 














BY THE WAY, 
DO YOU STILL 
WANT TO DIE? 










YOU SEEM TO BE 
HAVING A LOT OF FUN, 
I THOUGHT YOU MIGHT 

HAVE FORGOTTEN 
ABOUT IT. 


sff] I DION’T 
FORGET. 





SOMETIMES 
ITLL BE EASY 
AND SOMETIMES 
ITLL BE HARD. 





STOP TRYING 
TO DOWNPLAY 
4 Z YOUR GRIEF! 
OH, g y IT WAS MUCH 
NOW SHE'S a MORE THAN 
GOT YOU : SHARD", 
SAYING THAT [f ft y / WASN'T IT?! 
WORD TOO. jl } 








THOSE SWANS 
ARE ITCHING 
TO TAKE OFF. 
IT COULD HAPPEN 
SOONER THAN 
YOU THINK. 


DESPITE ALL THE 
EXCUSES SHE’S MAKING, F 
I THINK ITWOULD BE - 
GOOD FOR HER TO 
TRAVEL SOMEWHERE. 


MY OH MY, 
IT’S HANI 
AND MIKA/ 





THESE 
DAYS, EVEN 





SSS 












































GETTING ON 
THE BUS ISA 
STRUGGLE. 





























IvS 
BEEN 
SO LONG 
SINCE I’VE 
TRAVELED 
ALONG A 
MOUNTAIN 
ROAD. 


































































































































































































































































































Wrz 























HE ALLOWED ME 
TO ACCOMPANY HIM 


TO ASHINOKO LAKE. 


IT WAS 
QUITE A TRIP! 
THE WIND FELT 























AH, SO YOU 
WERE HIBINO’S 
SOULMATE 


S ALL ALONG! 


AW 


Sy) | 











AMAZING! 






































Y/N 









































Mi 





| 
| 








WHO’S: 
SHANI“? 






















































































BY THE WAY, 
































SAN 
4 ~ 





sa 

















IT’S NOT MUCH, 
BUT PLEASE 
TAKE THIS. 


WHAT A CUTE 
LITTLE DUCKY! = 














































































































































































































& 
FSS 
AH, 
THANK YOU 
VERY MUCH! 
a ame 
Rm 
YOUR WORDS ee 
FROM YESTERDAY ve Sf DID You 
REALLY SNS MEAN ME? Ea 
INSPIRED ME. <> SBS 
RI : 2 
AND I THOUGHT \ 
IT WAS SO SAD THAT 
YOU DIDN’T HAVE 
A NAME! 
YEAH, 


YOU KNOW... LIKE 
HANITSUCHI CLAY. 






























































DO YOU 
LIKE IT? 
































































































































































































































SN 


WN 




































































































































































I’M SORRY. 
I'VE OVER- 
STEPPED MY 
BOUNDARIES. 
































































































































































































































TASTES 
LIKE 
DAIKON! 










































tC = >=) Aan’ L! 
¥ ‘There's more L ’ 
: where that {fee siottering? Ff 
: 7 came from! 
Ny IT FEELS LIKE SG f{ THIS “ODEN” 
wUsT TALKING wind 4 OFFERING 
IUNK LIKE YOU IS DELICIOUS! 
oa HAS ADDED AND EATING IT PAIRS Hi AND SO 
| TEN YEARS TO IN SUCH SO NICELY WARM, TOO! 
OUR LIVES! FINE COMPANY WITH THIS 
IMPROVES IT ALCOHOL! 
I 
4 EVEN MORE! Q A 
eR ic, G 
= : apie = \ 
A e ‘ae = ou ines, | 
o —\e. } | 
‘\ Ws / i 
aa | FINE \ < és . 
COMPANY?” ”) ¥ 
ed HAHA! / = i\ \ 
AN » AI al WBS. 


C2 


MICHINO 


THANKS SHE 
R FOR INVITING REALLY TRWOODEN 
- SHE NEVER HER. KNOWS PNoene. 
= WOULD HAVE ABOUT STUDIO, 
ASKED EVERY- STUDIO. 
+ TO COME THING, 
HERSELF. SF HUH? 















































THAT ) 

NOTEBOOK \ 

SEEMS PRETTY S 
WORN OUT. 


































































































.UH \e Wy 
~<—T 4 
— 
I USED TO WORK 
I MEAN... IN THE SECURITY 
| INDUSTRY. 
3 ad Zz 
4 a } 
I WAS TASKED — ‘ 
WITH GUARDING We 
ay a THE HAKONE \ 
Yo ss CHECKPOINT. 


ean 










































MICHINO’S HAH, YES! 
SHE PRETTY 1 SHE'D MICHINO 
SURE AMAZING. 7 ALREADY USED TO BE 
Is! BEEN WORKING A WAITRESS 
THEREFOR [| AT THE HOTEL 
ALONG TIME RIGHT? 
WHEN L 
2 JOINED. 























YOU KNOW, 
SHE WAS QUITE | A~ 
THE MODEL Z 

EMPLOYEE. 







































STRENGTH. 
es 


ER ...A TOTAL 

SHE TOOK : WORKAHOLIC! 
THE JOB 

SO SERIOUSLY 

% BUT SHE WAS 

Want ALWAYS A JOY 

ak : TO BE AROUND. 

wu 





SHE PRETTY 
MUCH WROTE 
THE BOOK 
ON HOSPITALITY. 
SHE TAUGHT THE 
REST OF THE STAFF 
EVERYTHING 
WE KNOW. 

















IN 


LOSING Y 
HER HUSBAND - 
AND DAUGHTER 
afl SO EARLY MUST OC : 
HAVE BEEN REALLY SW 
HARD FOR HER, i t 
BUT SHE NEVER c 
SHOWED IT. Oo £ 
SHE ALWAYS 
HAD A SMILE 
: BON HER FACE. 











a * ois 
|p 


IN 
€ Se. 


I— at 
oN 


I REALLY 
ADMIRE HER 












CONVERSATIONS 
WITH SO MANY 
HOTEL GUESTS. 


















































et 








SHE REALLY 
IMPACTED US 


IN MORE WAYS 
THAN ONE. 


MAYBE 
WE SHOULD 
DO SOMETHING 
NICE FOR HER. 





HUH? 








WE’VE ALWAYS 
TOYED WITH THE 

RIGIT, IDEA OF GOING ON 
? A TRIP TOGETHER 

SOMEDAY. 































THAT’S A 
GREAT IDEA. 
I’M SURE 
SHE’LL 
LOVE IT. 





















































OH, BY BIKE? 
HELL YEAH! j 
» BY THE WAY, 
HOW ABOUT 
= TOURING A NEW 
ROAD WITH ME 
( : i TOMORROW? 





ARE YOU 
PLANNING ON 
STAYING FOR 

ANOTHER 

DAY? 








: YOU/RE 
‘ NOT HAVING 






















I THINK 
WE SHOULD 
LEAVE. 






IF YOU 
WANT TO 
LEAVE EARLY, 

I WON’T STOP YOU, 
BUT I’M NOT 
GOING WITH YOU 
EITHER. 


FROM THE START 
THAT I’M ONLY ON 
THIS JOURNEY TO 
FIND MY SOULMATE, 
REMEMBER? 










































































I HAVE TO GET 
MOVING BEFORE 
I START SAYING 

“IT’S BEEN HARD.” 









































\ 





JUST 
GO HOME 
LIKE A GOOD 
GIRL AND GET 
SOME REST. 
WHAT? i 
WHERE ° 
ARE YOU 
GOING? 


























































































































































































































YOU’RE 
NODDING 
OFF. 





I’M GONNA 
GO GIVE LOVE 
ANOTHER 
SHOT. 


MAYBE 
THIS IS 
THE ONE. 



























































































KINDNESS \ 
OF THOSE \ 
AROUND ME “< 
HAS FILLED 


we. 





I DIDN’T WANT 
TO HEAR THAT. 


























=== TOMORROWsses= 
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SHE WAS SO 
FULL OF ENERGY 


THIS MORNING. = [> 


Wd Lo 

























































Wu. 
WHY ARE y \ SS ( 
WE STILL aS 
AT YUMOTO j _ y 
STATION? y VA ee \, 
= € ee / 
Ww SS i 
Ny AY; 
fom. hy 
G WHO'S r 
@ : WILLING A a 
. TO MAKE 
SM AS TO THE ARRANGEMENTS fi 
by, HOSPITAL Saar Si FOR HER? Ww 
FIRST. 
y 
| = 
I, 
i] 
| | My, 
\ AH, 
ALRIGHT. jf 
i Ts <3] <s 
SEES . . 
DID MICHINO 
_ \ SUSPECT THAT 
THIS WOULD 
on HAPPEN? 








Va WE WERE ALL 
") SUPPOSED TO | \C 
FL. \! GO TOGETHER, 
y 2 BUT WE NEVER 
oF MADE TIME 
2 ii FOR HER! 














































WS 


N : 
/ | SHE REALLY 














































































DID WANT TO 
TRAVEL... 
ZZ, I WAS 
BUSY AND I 
KEPT PUSHING 
IT OFF. 
vs 
NO 
NOW. 
~ ; ALTHOUGH... 
[ | PM NOT RELATED 
~ TO HER. 
IF ONLY 
WE’D MADE 1— 
Oa, CONCRETE 
PLANS. 
MAYBE 
IT WASN’T. 
1 BE SO 
TEA ING. INVOLVED. 
\ > 
THERE’S 5 Va 
NO USE IN : \ 
POINTING FINGERS WE MIGHT 
AFTER THE HAVE BEEN 
FACT. SPOILED BY 
BUT: MICHINO’S 








HUMILITY. 


































































MIKA, ARE YOU 
COMING TO THE 
HOSPITAL TOO? 





















































































































































MY CONDO- 


- \" La? ) LENCES 








TIMGOING |v 
To GRAB SOME |\-7 
BREAKFAST. 
































T HUH? 2 ‘ 
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ogy n : 





























he y 
7 NOT 
7 300 


REALLY, 








I’M MORE | 
SURPRISED 
THAN =} 
ANYTHING. 
a 
J 2 ff 
THE Yj 
SWANS? 
YOU 
<< , SAW IT 
(43) 'f TOO, 
ney RIGHT? 
THATS a 
RIGHT. 
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f 
HER ROAD 


BP) TO DEATH. eS | 




































































THE ROAD 
TO DEATH IS 
PAVED WITH 
MEMORIES 
IT ONLY FROM LIFE. 
APPEARS 

BEFORE THOSE 
WHOSE DEATH 
IS IMMINENT. 


Ew 

HOW COULD 
YOU FORGET ) MW 

H SOMETHING SO V7 A 
IMPORTANT?! ® 


YOU KNEW 
THAT SHE 
WAS GOING 
TO DIE. 















‘I“M SORRY.” 























WANT 
TO FEEL 
THIS WAY 
AGAIN! 






DID I MISS 
SOMETHING? 


YOU EXTENDED 
HER LIFESPAN 
WHEN YOU 
HELPED HER. 


WHAT WOULD 
YOU LIKE 
TO DO NOW? 


IT COULD BE 
IN A WEEK, A DAY, 
OR A MINUTE. 
IN HER CASE, 
IT HAPPENED 
TO BE TODAY. 


> 


I THOUGHT 
YOU WERE 
READY TO 
EMBRACE 
DEATH. 


IN ANY CASE, 
THAT ROAD IS A SIGN 
OF IMPENDING DEATH, 
BUT NOT EVEN I CAN 

PREDICT WHEN 
EXACTLY IT WILL 
HAPPEN. 
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WHAT SRUD 
wan 
THOSETVVO2 






| 
; a | 
S = 1 @ 























WELL? 
WHAT WOULD 
YOU LIKE TO 

DO Now? 







































































HIBINO! 
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we 

































































My BAD. 

HAVE YOU 

VY BEEN HERE 
WHAT'S \\ £ hee wai > THE WHOLE TIME? 
uP? 4 } WHY DIDN’T YOU 


SAY ANYTHING? 

























































































YOU LOOK LIKE 
YOU/RE ABOUT 
TO TAKE ON 
DEATH ITSELF. 


















































































































































THAT GOD 
DECIDES 


WHO LIVES 
AND DIES. 






«..WHY 
DIDN’T ANYONE 





OUR 
COMPANION 
HAS NO SAY 
IN WHO LIVES 

OR DIES. 


YOU’RE 
GOING TO GET 
PRETTY FAMILIAR 
WITH DEATH. 









STANDARD 
EITHER. 





brs 
e ce y 
zi 
Ws 
SR ! 
ZE 
OUR COMPANION 
USES THAT ABILITY 
TO WATCH OVER 


PEOPLE AS THEY 
TRAVERSE THEIR 
ROAD TO DEATH. 


























se 




















ASTIN 


IS THERE 
SOMETHING 
WRONG WITH 
THAT? 


6) 


I CAN'T 

BELIEVE 

YOU TWO! 

YOU TALK 
ABOUT DEATH 

LIKE IT’S S 

NOTHING! 


















































THAT'S 
MESSED 


YOU CAN 
HATE THEM 
ALL YOU WANT, 
BUT OUR 
COMPANION’S 
ACTIONS WON’T 
BE SWAYED BY 
A HUMAN’S 

OPINION. 


W 






























































HERE’S 
THE THING, 
THOUGH... 





IT DOESN’T 
BOTHER YOU 
AT ALL? 
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‘Micra tHe aS 
: Ms > coe 
" ] 
A Nn ma aa wae = 
yy i: \ > 7y — 
if 8 cx 
ay a 
oe sce, Vig Gets 
iy oo WHOLE EXISTENCE Vo | THiNG BY Tr 
<${ BEING WORSHIPPED THEY'RE JUST 
BY MORTALS, BUT THEY | A PRODUCT 
oes, $ COULDN’T TAKE AN =) OF THEIR 
INTEREST iN THER < ENVIRONMENT. 
Ss PATRONS’ LIVES UNTIL 
ee THEY WERE FACED 
io WITH THEIR OWN : <> 
MORTALITY. ] 
DO YOU ES 
THINK? 
bP 
ep 
eo . STILL 
Cy PLANNING ON 
“7 \ TAGGING ALONG 
WITH US? 





































































































































































































ARE THOSE 






































































































































, L 

THE NAMES 

OF ALL THE 
PEOPLE 
IVE MET 


WHEN YOU’VE LIVED 
‘S LONG AS I HAVE, 
YOU’RE BOUND TO 


LOSE PEOPLE THAT }:\.. 
YOU CARE ABOUT. 





AT THIS 
POINT, 
I’M USED 
TO IT. 





WAIT, 
YOU/RE NOT 
LUMPING ME 

TOGETHER WITH 
THAT GOD, 
ARE YOU? 













ACCIDENTS, 
SUICIDE, 
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i) 
































FEEL LIKE YOU 





OLD AGE, 
DISEASE, 


BUT THAT 
DOESN’T MEAN 
I DON’T FEEL 
ANYTHING WHEN 
IT HAPPENS. 














I BELIEVE 


THAT WHEN 

(i SOMEONE DIES, 

WHEN. THEY’RE GONE 
SOMEONE FOR GOOD. 


IMPORTANT 
TO ME 
PASSES ON, 






BUT THAT 









I REFUSE 










DOESN’T 
TO FORGET STOP ME FROM 
SOMETHING AS THINKING ABOUT 


FUNDAMENTAL 






DONE DIFFERENTLY. 
AND YEAH, SOME- 
TIMES THAT 
CAN BRING ME 
TO TEARS. 














IT FEELS 
NATURAL TO 
DO SOMETHING 
TO KEEP THEIR 
MEMORY 
GOING. 











I THINK 
THAT’S THE 
LEAST I 
CAN DO. 





IT’S JUST 
FOR MY OWN 
SATISFACTION. 








wlll 
ws7y 

















THAT’S WHAT 
THIS IS FOR. 

























































































I MAY BE 
IMMORTAL, 
BUT I'VE STILL 
HAD TO LEARN 
TO DEAL WITH 
DEATH. 








































































































T CANT 
JUST FORGET 
SOMETHING AS 
FUNDAMENTAL 
AS THETR 

NAME. 














IWISH TI 
COULD SAY 
THE SAME. 








be7 
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\\ 


FOUND 
AWAY TO 
MANAGE 

YOUR 

GRIEF. 





No, I 
BELIEVE 
YOU. 





THAT'S 
HIBINO’S 
WAY OF... 





DID YOU 
& THINK I WAS 
& MAKING THIS UP? |, 































































THERE’S \ 
NOTHING WEIRD 
ABOUT 
4 T’VE BEEN 
ACTING 
N SUPER WEIRD, 
HAVENT I? 
y 
WANTING 
TO REUNITE 
WITH SOME- 
ONE WHO‘S: 


PASSED ON.; 


cy 
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ee a ‘ lS : I 
oe MITSUHA. | H 
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I gererer eS 
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OH = I JUST 
COME WANTED 
TO TRY 

SAYING IT. 


i RI 
an ve a 
i) Ye 
| A; DOESN'T 
YOUR HEAD 
a7 HURT? 
YOU SHOULD 


I’M FINE! 
<i) IMNOT GOING |< be 
P<l] ANYWHERE UNTIL | <//)6\ HEAD HOME 
<j} YOURE DONE ve 
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WATCHING 
YOU RUN 
REALLY MAKES 
ME FEEL 
BETTER. 


























I JUST 
LOVE WATCHING 
YOU DO SOME- 
THING YOU’RE 

PASSIONATE 
ABOUT. 














I SHOULD 
HAVE BEEN 


I WOULD DE. 
Rye BY HER SIDE. 


ABLE TO SEE 
HER AGAIN. 




















WHY CAN’T 
YOU FACE 
REALITY? 
































— _ IT’S PERFECTLY 
NATURAL TO GRIEVE, 
BUT LIFE ISN'T GOING 

TO WAIT FOR YoU! 
IT’S TIME TO 
MOVE ON! 


I WON’T 
DOWNPLAY 
MY GRIEF. 
IT’S BEEN 
MUCH MORE 
THAN “HARD“. 











JUST 
SAYING 
EACH OTHER’S 
NAMES WAS 
SO FUN AND 
EMBARRASSING 
AND... 
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, : 

| SHE’S THE eG 
PERSON I 

| CARE ABOUT 
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THE MOST. 
~N ee 


ey 
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I’D DIE FOR HER 
WITHOUT A SECOND 
THOUGHT. 
x 
NS 
° 4 A 
O 















BUT ’D 
RATHER GO BACK 
TO YESTERDAY. 






EVERYONE’S 
ALWAYS TALKING 
ABOUT TODAY 
AND TOMORROW, 







YESTERDAY 
FEELS EVEN 
FURTHER AWAY, 
EVEN FAINTER, 
LIKE ITLL 
BLOW AWAY IN 
THE WIND. 


IVE BEEN 
TOO SCARED 
TO SAY IT FOR 

TOO LONG. 


MITSUHA. 






















































































HOW LONG 
HAVE YOU 
BEEN HERE? 























SAVE 
= THAT FOR 


SEEMS LIKE 
IVS BEEN A 
LONG TIME SINCE 
SHE’S HAD A 
GOOD REST. 
BRING HER 
BACK TO THE 
HOTEL LOBBY. 





PROBABLY SINCE 
“YESTERDAY”. 





DON’T WORRY, 
THERE’S NO HARM 
IN LETTING HER 
SLEEP. 


























q on : 
1 ee 
DEATH 15 
A JOURNEY” / 
ae 
iq »_ MISSING 


SOMEONE THAT'S 
PASSED ON.” 
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“WHEN 
SOMEONE DIES, 
THEY'RE GONE 
FOR GOOD.” 
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‘sie You 
ill, CAN'Te AGREE Je 
VOR CAN'T COME 



































HERE GOES 
NOTHING. 

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































I’M NOT 
READY TO DEAL 
WITH THAT YET. 



































HOW ABOUT 

WE FINALLY HIT 

THE ROAD, 
THEN? 
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“PLEASE 
j—|— TAKE MICHINO’S 
asad BEAD ART WITH YOU 
ON YOUR JOURNEY.” 




















x { +. THAT'S A 
REQUEST FROM 

THE HOTEL 

Sst STAFF. 

















































AH YES, 
























































OUR GODLY 
COMPANION HAS i 
PERFECTLY y : 
perce Seales fh 
THE SITUATION. /; : 
E THE LIVING THAT 
A WON'T DO THE 
ae e 
I COULDN'T a aos 
AGREE MORE. Ly — = 
(\ 
° 
2 
. = 
7 : 
= 
Z S 
d BS 


AH, SO WE’RE IN 







































































































































































AGREEMENT? | 
( = 
- = : 
(F A) 
iS VERY FUNNY, 
a. 0) «“ HIBINO. YES AND NO. 
e—_ 
ay 
, HOW ABOUT N Cy 
Mus YOU PUT THIS MS; KW RS 
Be: ON TOO, HANI? : ; = 
é } r . 
eis S ih 
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IT’S SO 
NICE OUT TODAY. 
WHAT A GREAT 
TIME TO PASS BY 
ASHINOKO LAKE. 

























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































J 


A DRAGO! 
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a 
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TRAVEL FAR, 
MY FRIEND. 


. aS = : . . > <4 
Ss j , aN SS Away 
a i 1 SES Seg Ign eG TO DEAL 























































































































































































































































































































THE TOPIC? IVE GOT A 
OF COURSE. . PROMECT IN 
THE FIELD 


























COMING UP 
SOON. 
































































































































“DOES ETERNAL 
YOUTH EXIST?” 
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Bonus Comic ” AL if 


The Story So Far 


Dreaming of reuniting with her dead friend, 
Mika embarks on a journey to Yomi with an 
immortal man named Hibino and a young 
man(?) who claims to be a god. 


During a quick stop in Hakone, Mika met 
an old woman who suddenly died. This really 
affected her, but what affected her even 
more was that the god knew it would happen. 


Mika was disgusted by this revelation until 
Hibino talked to her about how he “deals with 
death.” His words helped her process the feel- 
ings she had for her dead friend, and she finally 
shed tears, which she hadn't been able to do. 


Now Mika continues her journey in order to find 
her own way to "deal with death!" 


Mika 

Attempted suicide after being 
unable to process the death 
of her friend. Her reason for 
traveling is to meet her friend 
again in Yomi. 





Hibino 

Travels with his sidecar- 
equipped motorcycle and 

a god (Hani). He’s Immortal so \™ | 
his wounds heal quickly. © ‘ 













fvéryoné 
in Brazil, 









longer can 
they grow? 


& Hani 
A god heading to Yomi with Hibino. 
Can see people's "road to death?” 







They sucktd up 
all of my tntrgy! 
Now there's a ihe 
part of mt in 
tach one! 
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THIS T5 > ea , 7 HOW MUCH 
OUR JOURNEY =~ LONGER UNTIL 
TO DEATH. WE REACH 
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THAT'S RIGHT. j 

ANCIENT HUMANS | |< US.7 

WERE MUCH MORE | | Ago 

SINCERE IN THEIR 

EXPRESSIONS OF 
DEVOTION. 





THE VIEW WAS 
MAGNIFICENT, 
WAS IT NOT? 


COMING UP 
HERE WAS 
YOUR IDEA! 


THE GODS 
WILLED IT/ 





BACK IN THE DAY, 
HUMANS WERE 
SO MUCH MORE 
APPRECIATIVE OF GODS. 
IT’S MUCH HARDER 
TO IGNORE THEIR 
PRESENCE WHEN YOU'RE 
SURROUNDED BY 
BEAUTIFUL SCENES 
































LIKE THIS ONE. pea Ne 
5 “Ss 
Kus 
£ 
Ce aes 
yer 
“4 
ie 
"2 
WHATS OKAY, WE 
SHOULD 
GET 
= GOING. 
Ja 





I THOUGHT 
WE CAME HERE 
TO PAY OUR 
RESPECTS TO 
THE GODS! 


yi 





Z 
WE ALREADY Sf) 
TOOK CARE Z 

OF THAT AT THE 
BASE OF THE 
MOUNTAIN. 
























THEY DID A 
PRETTY GOOD 
JOB WITH THE 
RESTORATION. 



































SITE 


OF THE 3 

FORMER Bp 

HAKONE 2 

_ CHECK- Z 
- pornt. KY\Z 





pn 
ye be 















































> ~ . Ss, 
wy OKAY, 
Sx} LET Pick uP 
weit Yeuree Ri THE PACE. 


ONE TO TALK... 






WAIT, THIS 
IS WHERE THE 
OLD CHECKPOINT 
USED TO BE. 






























































































































































BY THE WAY, 
YOU USED 






































THEY REALLY 
NAILED THE DORMS! 








TO WORK AT | 
THE INTERIOR FEELS 
NI 
CHECKPONT, ABIT COLDER THAN 
RIGHT HIBINO? T REMEMBER, 
e THOUGH. H 
WHAT A - KY Z| 
THROW. Ul (ca 
BACK! | ( r 
oo 
| Jail \Wahte> Vm 
c a 
Des SS Be lA)”, 
aA B KS yo 
: 
Z 7 Neil] f- 












THAT’S WHERE 
I USED TO SIT. 
I WAS A BORDER 
GUARD. 




























CENTURIES AGO, 

BACK WHEN, 
TOKYO WAS 
CALLED EDO. 























os 


KIND OF 
LIKE YOU. 








HEHEHE 


PEOPLE 
FROM EDO 
WERE ALWAYS 
SO EXCITED TO 
PASS THROUGH 
THE BORDER AND 
SEE THE AREA 
BEYOND FUJI. 






































YEAH, 
PRETTY 
‘MUCH. 
SO YOUR 
JOB WAS TO 
= EXAMINE TRAVEL 
DOCUMENTS? 





























BACK THEN, 
THEY WERE LOTS OF 
STRIPPED OF 4 
THEIR AUTONOMY ELD HOSTAG 
HELD HOSTAGE 
AND FORBIDDEN AND FORCED TO 
FROM LEAVING \ 
ae ' MARRY FEUDAL 
2 LORDS. 




















I HAD 
MULTIPLE 
INTERACTIONS 
WITH ONE 
SUCH WOMAN, 
TI CALLED HER 
THE WHITE 
MARE. 


SHE VALUED 
HER FREEDOM OVER 
EVERYTHING ELSE, 

EVEN HER LIFE... 











4 aa 
GoopD- \ij 
= NESS i YEAH, 
Stith “ rm A STORY ORE ABO. 
. 1 
ALRIGHT, Bae, FROM YOUR i WHE GOOD. 
: YOUTH! OLD DAYS, 
TLL GIVE NN} GRAMPS! 
YOU SOME 
BUTTER- ~i 
SCOTCH . 
FIRST. 
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HER NAME WAS 
FUJISHIRO. 




















THESE 
PAPERS MIGHT PASS. 
A CURSORY INSPECTION, iN 
BUT YOU CAN'T FOOL ME! 
THEY'RE FORGERIES! 
THE SEAL ISN'T 
GENUINE, 











THE HAKONE 
fi} cHeckposr | 
= STEEL WALL Z 
J GUARDIANS HAVE 
<< DONE IT AGAIN/ 
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yyy 
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PLA if nD 


IT SAYS HERE 
THAT YOU'RE THE 
DAUGHTER OF DOCTOR 
| | GENSAI OF SHINAGAWA. 
YOU'VE BEEN APPROVED TO. 
CROSS THE BORDER INTO. 
KYOTO IN ORDER TO 
PURCHASE MEDICAL 
SUPPLIES? 














I APPLAUD 
THE MOLE YOUR EFFORTS 
NEAR YOUR HAIR TO MATCH THE 
IS PAINTED ON, DESCRIPTION 


OF THE WOMAN 
IN THOSE PAPERS, 
BUT YOU'RE NO 
MATCH FOR ME! 


YOU HAVE ONE 
TOO MANY MOLARS, 
AND YOUR INDEX 
FINGER IS LONGER 
THAN YOUR 
RING FINDER! 


uf 
= 
y= 





m7 















ALLOW US TO 
INTRODUCE OURSELVES! 
HE'S SUPER SLEUTH HII, 

ALWAYS ONE STEP AHEAD OF 
EVEN THE CRAFTIEST FUGITIVES! 
AND I'M EAGLE EYE OTAKI, 
WITH THE POWER TO 
DETECT EVEN THE SLIGHTEST 

INCONSISTENCIES! 
NOTHING GETS PAST US! 





yy 3 
KYW \4 
Gag SS 


2 























IS THERE ANY- 
THING I CAN DO 
TO BE ALLOWED 
/ y THROUGH? 
2 





























CARETAKERS: 
ARE ALLOWED TO 
PASS THROUGH, 

AREN'T THEY? 

WHAT IF I 

BECOME ONE 

OF THOSE? 











THEN 

WHAT'S THE yl 

POINT OF THIS 
INSPECTION 








I'M SURE 
YOU'RE AWARE 
THAT CROSSING 
THE BORDER WITHOUT 
AUTHORIZATION IS A 
SERIOUS CRIME 
PUNISHABLE 
BY DEATH. 


AND ANYWAY, 
YOU BELONG TO 
A FEUDAL LORD. 

SOMEONE OF YOUR 
SOCIAL STATUS 
CANNOT LEAVE EDO. 





IF WE 
ALLOW A HOSTAGE 
TO LEAVE, WE WILL BE 
SEVERELY PUNISHED. 


























WE CANNOT MAKE ANY 
























































CHARADE? 





IT'S CLEAR THAT 
WOMEN NEVER HAD 
ANY FREEDOM TO 


START WITH! 

















EXCEPTIONS. 



















































































KNOW YOUR 
PLACE. 




























































































FUJISHIRO 
UNDERSTOOD 
THAT EVEN IF SHE 
MANAGED TO AVOID 
THE DEATH PENALTY, 
SHE'D BE FORCED 
TO RETURN TO HER 
FEUDAL LORD'S 
RESIDENCE IN EDO. 
































YOU NEED TO 
CALM DOWN. 
YOU'RE MAKING 
A SCENE. 


5 1 






































SHE WAS 
DIFFERENT. 





WOAH! 
SHE'S GOT 
GUTS/ 


2 


Ow 


QoS 


IT TOOK A LOT OF 
COURAGE AND STRENGTH 
TO EVEN ATTEMPT TO 
FORGE ONE'S WAY 


BUT NOT THROUGH THE BORDER, 
FUSISHIRO. BUT WHEN FACED WITH 
THE SAME SITUATION 
THAT FUJISHIRO 


FOUND HERSELF IN, 
OTHER WOMEN 
GAVE UP 

AND BEGGED 

FOR MERCY. 








































































































=" s) ae 
’ Gy 2 9 
Y Pew hig 
PM iy y IT DION'T 
95 . MATTER HOW 
SHE'D Ys» | MANY TIMES 
ALWAYS eqn \ SHE WAS 
BE.READY |r, Sh CAUGHT 
witha pay 


ve : NEW PLAN. 
2 ~ \\vl — \ Zz 


OR HOw 
MANY TIMES: 

SHE WAS 
SENT BACK. 
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1 = I'VE NEVER MET 

| HEY, AN ESCAPEE WITH 

———| HANDSOME! AS MUCH COURAGE 

AND PERSISTENCE 
AS YOU! 
















NICE TRY. 
SWEET-TALKING 
WON'T GET YOU 

ANYWHERE EITHER! 
WHAT'S THIS? 
A BRIBE? 
THAT WON'T 
WORK ON ME! 









































YOU'VE PRAYED f 
TO THE MOUNTAIN, fe] WELL, AT LEAST 

WHY NOT TURN YOUR EFFORTS HAVE 

Sater GuaROwoUSE WITH A 

aera SPECTACULAR VIEW 
OF MOUNT FUJI. 


ON 














WHY ARE YOU 
SO DETERMINED 
TO ESCAPE? 
WHAT'S WAITING 
FOR YOU IN 
KYOTO? 





I WAS BORN 
IN THE NORTH. 
I HAVE NO 
CONNECTION 
TO KYOTO. 








MY ONLY 


BE FREE. 













MOTIVATION IS TO 










































































I'VE COME TO THE 
CONCLUSION THAT I 
COULDN'T CARE LESS 
ABOUT WHAT HAPPENS. 
TO THE FEUDAL LORD 
AS A RESULT OF MY 


ESCAPE. 


















































































































































































I HAVE NO ONE 
AND NOTHING 
WAITING FOR ME 
ON THE OTHER 
SIDE OF THAT 
BORDER. 
















































YOU'VE REALLY 
THOUGHT THIS 
THROUGH. 











THAT'S SO 
RECKLESS! 


LIFE IS TOO 
SHORT. 


BUT ALSO ~e. 
PRETTY 4 
BRAVE... 











I'D RATHER 
DIE TOMORROW 
THAN SPEND THE 
TIME I HAVE LEFT 
LIVING FOR 
SOMEONE 
ELSE. 












TOO SHORT 
TO SPEND IT 
LIVING ON ANYONE 
ELSE'S TERMS, 





































































































































































































SHE'S BOLD. 
I'LL GIVE HER 
THAT. 


JUST KEEP 
HEADING WEST 
UNTIL YOU 
REACH THE 
HIGHWAY. 


YOU'D BETTER 
GET MOVING. 
MY OLD CRONE 
OF A PARTNER IS 
AN EARLY RISER. 
SHE COULD WAKE 
UP ANY MINUTE 
NOW AND BE ON 
YOUR TAIL. 


T ACTUALLY te 
THAT ABOUT HER! 





THANKS, HI. 
YOU'RE A VERY 
KIND PERSON. 





AS FUJISHIRO 
FADED INTO THE MIST, 
THE WAY HER ROBES FLUTTERED 
REMINDED ME OF 
A WHITE MARE'S MANE. 

















I REMEMBER os WATCHING HER 
FEELING JUST Z RUN TOWARDS 
HER FUTURE WAS 
A BEAUTIFUL SIGHT 
TO BEHOLD. 











: PEOPLE FULLY = 
“ COMMITTED 
TO REALIZING 
THEIR DREAMS 
ARE HARD 
TO FORGET. 





» eo YOU CAN FIND —s 
f TALES OF THEIR 7 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS 


SPRINKLED ALL 
THROUGHOUT 
HISTORY. Zi 































































































| WHERE I WAS 
GOING WITH 
THIS. 


WHAT HAPPENED 
TO FUJISHIRO?! 


EVERYONE 
LIVED HAPPILY 
EVER AFTER. 


YEAH, 
I’M WRITING A 
STRONGLY WORDEI 
LETTER TO THE 


EDITOR. I DON'T 


KNOW WHAT 
HAPPENED FOR 


THROUGH SAFE 
AND SOUND. 





MOST OF THE 
TIME YOU’RE 
BETTER OFF 
NOT KNOWING 
HOW IT ENDS 
ANYWAY. 





THEY’RE 
BUILT AROUND 
REAL LIVES 
THAT OFTEN 
CONTINUE 
LONG AFTER 
THE STORY’S 





YOU SAID ‘ 
IWASLIKE hy, “2 A 
THOSE oye 
qHeuks ESCAPES. ay ; 
A KEY ea 
DIFFERENCE. we 
ii ro) S\ 






























































TRUE STORIES 
AREN’T ALWAYS 
SO CLEAR-CUT. 





BY THE WAY, 





THE WOMAN 
FROM YOUR 
STORY WASN’T 
TRYING TO DIE/ 


ALRIGHT! 
LET’S HIT 
THE ROAD/ 
























y 
i< a Vea. i 
: fo 
I FEEL LIKE a HEY, 
Cy o GOING FOR {s] COME ON, f 
C) A ANOTHER RUN! a dF de LET’S Go! MIKA. 
( = i i 
é, ARE YOU 
1 SERIOUS? | oeon! 



































I CAN 
SEE SOME 
SIMILARITIES BETWEN 


MIKA AND FUJISHIRO, 
BUT THEIR PERSONALITIES 
COULDN’T BE MORE 
DIFFERENT. 





4 ARE YOU GOING 
TO SEE MIKA OFF? 


ARE YOU 
PLANNING ON 
WRITING HER 
NAME IN YOUR 

NOTEBOOK? 



















THE OLDEST 
IS USUALLY THE 
FIRST TO GO, 
RIGHT? 














COURSE. 































































WELL, WE’RE 
ALREADY HERE. 
ed : suearumy HN AGA 
“EG Whe rw LEAVES LOOK “MOUNTAIN? 
ai : 8 WHAT?N\ RIGHT NOW! 
SS 
. RIGHT, Fe —xwE 
HANI? | I x Z 
| gu? 
es 
A 4 
oe b | (iM 
\ se WHATS WRONG ( 
- J) WITH A LITTLE y SA) 
he s SIGHTSEEING? 3\3 
one 3) Z 























HOW MANY DAYS 
ARE WE PLANNING 
Mi | ON SPENDING AT 
WE’RE NOT Jit THIS PLACE? 
STAYING! [AF 


EXCUSE ME, 
MR. YAMATO 
HIBINO? 
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YOU'RE IMMORTAL, 
AREN’T YOU? 
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, Born in Shinagawa.  . 
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_ Almost 15years old _ 
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16cm tall — 
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Track and Field lubMember 
Ghort Vistance) 


Loves bird watching 
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| Her favorite food is a tuna sandwich 
_ with grain mustard. 
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To everyone involved with the 
production and to everyone who 
read this manga, thank you very 
Much! 

See you again in volume 2! 


- Kamatani Yuuki 


this might 
Be a Bit 
+tOO Busy. 


Alright, 
on to 
volume, 


| love 
the 
pattern 
On your 
shirt! 


Whet 
do you 
think? 
Can | 
pull this 


Stop, stop! 
Wwe look 
ridiculous! 
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maigo.moe 
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Yubki Kamatani 


AS MAES FETCH | 


E-HYIKC ER: TISAI) FETT / MEAL 
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<f 
PUTS WAV AXE 


JE9IAB1S. KBE 
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wt 
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ae 





sch ! 





EARTH 
TO 
HIBINO! 









































































































































ARE YOU 
- SURE YOU’RE 
THING view READY TO LEAVE CAN I ENJOY 
OF ME EUJTIS FOR SHIMANE? THIS VIEW 
is STARTING TO. \!T FEELS LIKE : AND __ IN PEACE, 
GET OLD. YOU'RE DRAGGING NOTHING PLEASE? 
: YOUR FEET. SLIPPED. 
og 
WHAT’S THE 2. THE TREES 
RUSH? IT’S SURE ARE 
THE JOURNEY, : BEAUTIFUL AT 
NOT THE g THIS TIME 
DESTINATION, J 
THAT MATTERS, ? —— 
MY FRIEND. Ce 








YOU'VE GOT 
SUCH A WAY WHO'S TO SAY 
WITH WORDS. JOURNEY, THAT MY SOULMATE 


NOT THE kiss DOESN’T LIE 
DESTINATION,” SOMEWHERE OFF 
WELL SAID, : THE BEATEN PATH? 


HIBINO! 
























































'T > i STOP IGNORING ME/ 

GET RID OF ME Kir?" | IVE BEEN TRYING TO 
THAT EASILY! ( TALK TO YOU SINCE 
WE MET IN HAKONE/ 





















LOOK! 
I GOT YOUA 





WONDERFUL! 
THANK YOU! 






HANI, WHAT 

DID I TELL YOU 
ABOUT ACCEPTING FA 
GIFTS FROM 
STRANGERS? 
















~ 





THAT’S FROM 
THE EDO BORDER 
: GUARD RECORDS, 
SOUNDS 
LIKE YOU, 
DOESN’T IT, 
HIBINO? 


VOLUME TWO. 


















































MAYBE 
YOUVE HEARD 
ABOUT IT? IT WAS 
IN SHINAGAWA. 
THE SUBJECTS 
ARE STILL 
MISSING. 


















































“SUPER SLEUTH Hil 
OF THE HAKONE 


CHECKPOINT. 
MALE. SIX SHAKU, 
FIVE SUN* TALL." 








* 6 SHOKU, 5 SUN = 1 METER, 97 CENTIMETERS. 














































































































YOU KNOW, 
IT JUST SO 
HAPPENS THAT 
I WITNESSED 
A TRAFFIC 
ACCIDENT, 
Too. 
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Fi) 
THAT CAR HIT YOU 
= ‘ STRAIGHT ON. 
é THERE’S NO WAY 
$Y YOU WEREN’T 
y SERIOUSLY 
oA P) INJURED. | 
vel Anas 
\\ ye! BUT YOU STOOD ae 
RIGHT BACK UP | 
NS Sau AND FLED THE 
S SCENE WITH < 
; % Rea AGIRL. SH" 
i Px 
7a ok | | 
a 1) 
Ls 
LL SSF 
sui YS ~ 
SS 
5 ’ 
?, “ 
i 0 aa 
( MY NAME IS 
* AWASHIMA CHIHIRO, 
BY THE WAY. I’M THE 
A RESEARCH CHAIR 
ee OF FOLKLORE 
STUDIES AT KOKU- 
GAKU UNIVERSITY. 
IT’S NICE TO 
MEET YOU. 
eee ay ae 
S Ps RISE TIE, AA SER. 
—— \ Bie ARPA AE ae 
te By > 
~ AQ? 
Ne [ws ike anenerwe-n2 7P 
oe =e \ 




































































Yr yee 
VE) 
A, 


THEN WHY 
ARE YOU 


4 
\ 


I THOUGHT 
SHE WAS WITH 
THE POLICE, 
BUT THIS IS 
EVEN WORSE. 





1 
ifs ( STILL HERE? 


f IF YOU GET IT 



















































































































































































































































DO YOU 
HAVE SOME 
TIME TO TALK? 
I/D LOVE TO 
ASK YOU A FEW 
QUESTIONS. 


RB 






































fins . 
iy 
bi a % 
Mf YM SURE 
YOU'RE NOT 
THRILLED ABOUT 
THE IDEA OF 
WORKING Ue 
WITH ME. fy Wf 
I GET IT. Y 












































AS FOLKLORE 
STUDIES CHAIR, 

MY RESEARCH INTO 
THE CONCEPT OF DEATH 
HAS LEAD ME ALL 
OVER JAPAN. 


ee 


jlo 4 
ie 5 

















































{ny ff-se] AND WHAT r KOS 
WAS THAT \ wy? AREN’T YOU 

[ay pep tteae . A SCIENTIST? 

YOU'RE THE rng Ne WO URSING 
SRL TE ove De WRONG GUY. LEGENDS ABOUT 

F IMMORTALITY? 

AS YOU CAN SEE, 
THERE’S NOTA 

SCRATCH ON ME. 















WHAT WAS: 
GOING THROUGH 
YOUR HEAD WHEN 















ae a YOU SAW HIS 
YOU MIND YOUR RIGHT BEFORE 
OWN BUSINESS. }5 YOUR EYES?! 


BUSINESS 
IS MY 
BUSINESS! 


THAT SEEMS 
PRETTY SHADY, SO AS 
AN UPSTANDING CITIZEN 
THAT’S WITNESSED A 
CRIME, IT’S MY DUTY 
TO REPORT YOU 
AND ENSURE THE 
SAFETY OF 
THIS GIRL! 







WRONG! 
UNLIKE YOU, 

I’M NOT TRYING 
TO HIDE MY 


IDENTITY. 
IF YOURE UNABLE 


TO EXPLAIN YOURSELF, 
I MIGHT HAVE TO 
REPORT YOU TO 
THE AUTHORITIES. 


WE’RE 
VISITING 


A GRAVE. 




















YOU PERFECTLY 
MATCH THE 
DESCRIPTION OF A 
MAN WHO KIDNAPPED 
A MINOR AND FLED 
THE SCENE OF 
AN ACCIDENT. 





THIS IS 
BLACKMAIL! 
YOU SEEM 
| PRETTY SHADY 
“] YOURSELF! 




































HER COUSIN, 
SO OF COURSE 
I’M COMING 
WITH HER. 























! WW 
P Lay 
Ly I DUNNO WHAT 
i =] YOU WERE GOING 
/'27] ON ABOUT WITH 
A> { ALL THAT DEATH 
5 As RESEARCH STUFF, 
Pe e BUT I'D SAY 
is. BxC\ OUR STORY 
iS CHECKS OUT. 
Sy ae 
my 4 
E 
AND NOW YOU 
THINK IT’S OKAY TO 
tae SORRY INSERT YOURSELF 
(as INTO OUR PERSONAL 
: OF BUSINESS? 
COURSE 
NOT. 
Re 



























I’M SORRY FOR 
INSERTING MYSELF 
INTO SOMETHING 

SO PERSONAL. 





eee 


| FOR YOU. YOU’RE 


THIS IS AN 
IMPORTANT TIME 


ON THE VERGE 
OF DISCOVERING 
SOMETHING 
VERY IMPORTANT. 











I WISH YOU 
ALL THE BEST 
ON YOUR 
JOURNEY. 


H I KNEW IT 
H COULDN'T 
H BE THAT 


EASY. 








AND DON’T 
WORRY, I 
WON’T REPORT 
ANYTHING. 


THAT’S SO TRUE! 





YOUNG MAN, 
CAN I TELL YOU |,2 
ABOUT WHAT 
AND THATS 
IVE LEARNED? BEFORE YOU 


‘ : FACTOR IN THE 
EXISTENCE OF 
IMMORTAL 
PEOPLE! 


DEATH IS 






LOT TO LEARN 
ABOUT DEATH, 








A FACET OF 
































THE HUMAN 














CONDITION. 











































































































































































































DREAD, 
UNCLEANLINESS, 
RESPECT, 
EVASIVENESS, 
AND FEAR — 
TO NAME A FEW. 













































































4/7 EVERY CULTURE 
HAS ITS OWN 
UNIQUE RITUALS 
AND CUSTOMS 
S| FOR DEALING 
WITH DEATH. 
































































































































\ THE FEAR OF 
j DEATH FUELS 
| THE SEARCH FOR 
UNDERSTANDING 
HUMANITY’S OF TOPICS LIKE 
FASCINATION ETERNAL YOUTH, 
WITH AVOIDING A, LONG LIFE, AND 
DEATH IS WELL- | & IMMORTALITY. 
DOCUMENTED. 


THINK ABOUT 
THE THEMES OF 
SOME OF JAPAN’S 
OLDEST FOLKLORE 
LIKE THE TALE OF THE 
IMMORTAL YAOBIKUNI 
OR THE TALE OF THE 
BAMBOO CUTTER. 
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N > 





















FEAR? 














































































































IVS ALL 
TOO COMMON 
FOR PEOPLE TO 
WORRY ABOUT 
THE PAIN THEY’LL 
FEEL WHEN 
THEY PASS ON. 





X | iy 
an = 
\ iI 
| LEARNING |= 
(If To DEAL WITH P< 
) DEATH... 
a 


(f 



































THAT'S 
HUMANITY’S 
ETERNAL 
STRUGGLE. 


SO MOST 
PEOPLE ARE 
AFRAID OF 
DEATH... 






























































IT DOESN'T WHEN IT 
MATTER WHETHER COMES TO 
THEY'RE RICH FEAR OF 
OR POOR, DEATH OR 
ILLNESS, 
a 
ps PEOPLE OFTEN aN 
ZA, LOOK TO A \ 
ica HIGHER POWER ) \ 
FOR GUIDANCE OR [/ WY 
0] | REASSURANCE. || | li 
| eg TA 
7 2 
WTA : So 
‘ 
a 








OBVIOUSLY! 
WHO 
WOULDN’T 
BE?! 









EXACTLY DID 
YOU LEARN Le {se 
OF HIBINO? Zs 

ff AWASHIMA, 


o ‘ee \~ WAS IT? 





























HE’S NOT EXACTLY 
y J FORTHCOMING 
USUALLY WITH HIS PAST. 
SPARKLE 
LIKE THAT? 





iy 
a 

































Z I ALSO 
I WAS READING g Z CHAT WITH THE 
SOME LOCAL LOCALS WHENEVER é 
LITERATURE WHEN POSSIBLE. I WAS X 
I NOTICED al a 
OUT RESEARCHING 
A PATTERN... WHEN IT HAP- 
PENED... 
AS A FOLKLORE 
RESEARCHER, 
ONE OF MY DUTIES 
1S TO READ LOCAL 
] HISTORICAL RECORDS 
cial AND BOOKS FROM 
ALL OVER. 
, ra I lh, 
| an) 
( con | 
ie 


oe 


A 
MYSTERIOUS 
GIANT. 
























































THE TIME PERIOD OR TOPIC 
THE MORE I LOOKED INTO IT, DIDN'T MATTER. 
THE MORE REFERENCES I FOUND. 


IT FELT LIKE I KEPT 
FINDING REFERENCES TO 
THE SAME CHARACTER. 








































































DESPITE THAT, THE 
ARCHIVISTS OF THE ERA 
WOULD TAKE NOTICE 
OF HIM AND INCLUDE HIM 

IN THEIR WRITINGS. 


2 













THIS 
CAN‘T BE 












POSSIBLE. we 
THE: COMMON: FA Cons 
payee nse 
AND HIS WERE HIS|HEIGHT, 
VERE USEC RT: 
"GOOD NATURE." ___HIS QUICK WITS. 







































































































































































BEFORE I KNEW IT, 
I WAS OBSESSED 
WITH FINDING HIM. 






{> 


oe 










LEI KNEW 
Waa) 

WAS THAT 

d NEEDED TO HEAR 
. HIS, ANSWERS TO 
MYSQUESTIONS. 


ARE YOU EVEN 
STILL ALIVEP 





BUT I FINALLY 
FOUND YOU/ 






£¢ 























I KNEW YOU 
WERE THE 
ONE I WAS 
LOOKING 
FOR... 



























a fs ab 


De 


t <T 
We 


S 
A 
L4G f} 





I DIDN’T 
HAVE ANY 
PROOF, 
BUT WHEN 
I SAW YOU 


WEREN’T A 
FAIRYTALE. 








A NUTS, 
RELATIONSHIP 
WITH DEATH! 
Saas 












































I’M SO PUMPED! 
THAT WAS... I CAN’T BELIEVE 
QUITE A I FINALLY 
MONOLOGUE. FOUND YOU! 


YOU JUST 
MIGHT BE THE NSE THIS ACHE IN 
KEY TO EASING MY CHEST... 
THE SUFFERING 
OF MILLIONS 
OF PEOPLE! 


sO, HOW 
ABOUT IT? 
WILL YOU 

HELP ME? 


IF WE CAN 

UNDERSTAND HOW 

YOUR IMMORTALITY I COULD 

WORKS, THERE’S EASE THEIR 
A CHANCE WE CAN SUFFERING, 
APPLY THAT UNDER- ? 
STANDING TO THE 

MEDICAL FIELD/ 











THIS GOES 
WAY BEYOND 
FOLKLORE STUDIES! 
IT COULD BE 
GROUNDBREAKING! 
S IT COULD CHANGE 
i THE WORLD/ 























THIS COULD 

BE ONE OF 
THE GREATEST 
DISCOVERIES IN 
you've HUMAN HISTORY! 


GOT TO 
HELP ME, 
HIBINO! 





I’M QUITE AN 
INTERESTING 
SPECIMEN, 
AREN’T I? 
I CAN’T WAIT 
TO GET TO THE 


BOTTOM OF THE 
SECRET OF MY 
IMMORTALITY! 
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DID | 
YOU FALL } |) 
ON PUR- {|| Ho. 
POSE?! \} 
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REALLY ARE 
IMMORTAL! 
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iT) 
HIBINO! 
ce ee M}, 
ae gle re 
a4 MIKA 2d 
1 wait. | Sse 
AUN ee 
| A 
\ 
/ & 
G 2B. 0 YK 
D @) ( E 
/G 
a YOU SPENT 
: SO LONG 
HOW SCARY es 


DEATH IS/ 










WHY DO - 
YOU CARE I CAN'T 
WOW! YOUVE SO MUCH? Py BELIEVE IT/ 
ONLY JUST MET US g I’M SO 
AND YOU WERE w GLAD. 
ALREADY WILLING. cS : 
TO PUT YOUR LIFE > - 
ON THE LINE/ < 





























WHY THE 

HELL DID 
YOU DO 
THAT? 





TO BE FAIR, 


DIFFERENT! rine simLar 




















HAPPEN WHEN 



































YOU MET 


























HIBINO TOO? 
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‘anf ee 













































































WANT TO USE MY 
IMMORTALITY TO 
MAKE A QUICK BUCK? 
OR MAYBE YOU WANT 
. TO DISSECT ME FOR 

THE BETTERMENT 
NO, . OF HUMANITY? 
HIBINO. 


AP 











oN 
4 
z 
J 
WHAT 
THE HELL 
IS YOUR 
PROBLEM? 
I CAN'T 
BELIEVE YOU 
DRAGGED 
HIBINO 
INTO THIS. \ 
‘Uf Gay iy 
1 


yy) 
WHAT DID Y) Me 
YOU WANT 
TO ASK ME, 
AWASHIMA? 























HUH? 
























































































































































































































4 
Z rae WHERE 
WERE YOU 
Ac] BORN? NN 
\ XS 
e e 
a 
wHybo =F 
YOU WANT e 
TO KNOW? i 
i 
ARE YOU : 
TRYING TO GET 
TO KNOW ME ‘ 
OR ARE YOU iy ok 
JUST COLLECT- 
ING DATA? 
We A 
ow ’ Fd a 
Nn, OM ay 7. ar é 
i oxy é 2 BY 
br, — Wei ve eed Ss 
j Ae: a é § <5 
‘ } HONESTLY? 
% 2 IM 
ln 
eS COLLECTING 
DATA. 
I HAVE THE 
LE | OPPORTUNITY TO 
ryoutger Bee | Serene 
A SECOND Se 
, OF ONE OF 
CHANCE! 6 HUMANITY’S q 
BIGGEST 
CHALLENGES. 





I WANT TO 
GET TO 
KNOW YOU/ 
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Be? © ByeroooERO 



























































eDooooooffy © He hf} 


fe re Prove 

R f aright is OH MAN, NOW 
3 Lm s SHE'S TALKING 
. x ~ ABOUT HER 
3 x DREAMS? 

< 




































a7 Y-BRMTA 


DBMS 
AWG 


TAKE ME 

WITH YOU! 
I WANT TO 
DIE TOO! 


GOD FORGOTTEN BY 
HUMANIT) 

O 
TO REUNITE WITH HER 


WHOSE END 
)RAWS NEAR AS A RESULT. 
4 DEAD FRIEND AT ANY 


I’M TIRED OF 
BEING IMMORTAL. 
HOW DO I PUT 
AN END TO THIS: 





7, HIBINO 






AN IMMORTAL MAN WHO IS 
‘SEEKING DEATH IN ORDER TO 
ESCAPE HIS FEELINGS OF 









d 


iP5 


abhi Kamatani 
4 
Als 


PES SASS 


The end of the journey. 





TO WORRY ABOUT 
— THE PAIN THEY'LL 
‘ Z FEEL WHEN 
OBVIOUSLY! 2 5 THEY PASS ON 
WHO Yi 
WOULDN'T 
BEP/ 


i 
TDD 
ns, 


YOU 
® REALLY ARE 


I WANT TO GET IMMORTAL! 


TO KNOW YOU! / 


ne. - 
a K IL 
HE'S COMING | Leonie iarTHUs 
WITH ME AND HANI 
TO SHIMANE! : 























































































































| 3835 | NY 


EVERYTHING’S 
FINE. 
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As 77 AOS ! 





























RE 1K Hh 


Yubki Kamatani 














































































































=. 




















































































































ZA AP” Wail |W @ 











Ty. 


inl 


ry IR 
a 


iy 0 
(l 
Ly Bravg,/ a ALL 4 








NOT ONLY ARE YOU 
AN ACCOMPLISHED 
ACADEMIC, YOU'RE 
ALSO A TALENTED 
MUSICIAN! 


Thanks! 


I’M GLAD 
YOU’RE 
ENJOYING 
YOURSELF. 





























Ag aT 












































A 
ZX LS 
H Ou ie i) 
IS YOUR a Vp OH My, IF IT 
FIELD WORK de MEAD TOY wef\ ISNT CHIHIRO! 
GREAT! I'VE COMING SEE YOU LONG TIME 
BEEN ABLE TO ALONG? ) 2 AGAIN! NO SEE/ 
ENHANCE OUR a 
CULTURAL UNDER- x 
STANDING OF THE A> * 
VILLAGES AROUND a > 
MT. FUJI. fj ‘ SS 
CK \ Sai 
Se i 


HOW NICE/ 
THANK YOU 
SO MUCH/ 


























DON’T BE AFRAID 
TO ASK FOR 
OUR HELP AGAIN. 
WE CAN BRING IN 
TANAKA FROM THE 
ARCHIVE CENTER 
AGAIN, TOO! 


ih 
























you suc = 
Nf AZ, 
aS I GOT TO KNOW 
w LOTS OF PEOPLE 
& FROM THIS TOWN Woke come 
“4 BACK WHEN I WAS EVEN BETTER IF 
| RESEARCHING THE HE WAS, THOUGH! 
| MASSIVE HOUEI- /f) 
iM ERA ERUPTION. 
SCHOLARS ; 
REALLY DO tip 
KNOW A LOT 
OF PEOPLE. Mi 





















































|] some uistoRicaL 
ee 4 \ 

A THERE, bg DOCUMENTS ABOUT 
Ser ? \ 2, THE ANCIENT GOTENBA 
S ‘4 \ RECONSTRUCTION 

‘ ‘ h Z THE OTHER DAY. 
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So 















































YOU WERE AN 
{M7 ADVISOR TO THE 
FEUDAL WARRIORS 
WHO WORKED 
eS eG 
—_\\ RESTOR CIT! 
REMEMBER? 


| | 
| YOU SAVED | 
ALL OF THOSE 
STARVING PEOPLE! 
YOU WERE Z 
A HERO! ye 


Y 













































































Z 
Ce : 


| thouakt. 
She said thes 
a) werenieaaetin 


i 





AND ANYWAY,  \. 
ITS NOT LIKE |! 
MY IMMORTALITY 


IS TRANSFERABLE. o 


I CAN’T SAVE ANY- 
ONE IF I CAN’T 
PASS IT ON. 
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(OA 7, 
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AN 
























































REMEMBER 
WHEN WE FELL 
OFF A CLIFF FOR 
EACH OTHER? 


YOUR TRICKS 


ARENT GOING 


TO WORK ON ME, 
AWASHIMA. I'VE 
GOT NOTHING 
MORE TO SAY, 




































































AND ON THAT 
NOTE, YOUVE 
GOT ANOTHER 
OPPORTUNITY TO 
SAVE PEOPLE. 
YOU KNOW, 
FROM DEATH! 







j, | BYT You wouLD 
. 6 | IF You COULD, 
S RIGHT? 
By 





SO MANY PEOPLE 
ARE SUFFERING. 
DON’T YOU WANT 
TO HELP THEM? 





















































































































































































































































1 
Wee 





on an 
° aan Spay aie DOESN'T MATTER Fra 
y =] IF I AGREE TO 
THATS NOT GS HIDE HIS IDENTITY. |, ! 
SURPRISING. |? aq , DOESN'T MATTER f* 
is I EVEN IF L PAY FOR HIS 
N= S OFFERED TO TIME, HE WON'T 
INTRODUCE HIM lan iG 
GS TO SOME GIRLS 
ety — 


ee 
g FROM WORK Ea Vea 
v a AND HE JUST ‘Z ie 
Oy ¢ J LAUGHED > by 
zy y 


AT ME! 














Hani, 
can you 
]auiet down 
for a sec? 





WELL, 
THIS TIME I WAS 
TOO IMPATIENT. 
I TRIED TO RUSH 
THINGS AND 


MESSED UP 





SPENDING TIME 
TOGETHER, GETTING |j 
CLOSE WITH PEOPLE, 
BUILDING THEIR TRUST, 
THAT’S ALL PART OF 
ACADEMIC RESEAR 








AWASHIMA, : WHY IS THIS 
DO YOU WANT [fi SO IMPORTANT 
TO BECOME TO YOU? 
IMMORTAL 
Too? GS 
y| 
YOU'D BE 
Site aS 
AS MANY 

































































mF 


NO, I’M NOT 4 \ y 
DOING THIS a 














FOR MYSELF. fl 
hee 
a fae aq 
SF ) Je Vs 
a7 






























































EG HEY say 
Gi 4 \ SHE ONLY HAS 
a 7 ‘A YEAR LEFT 
J I AT MOST. 
Mie SHE COULD 
mM BE GONE 
we TOMORROW. 
a 
ie Y, En 
«ONE SINGLE OG yf 
YEAR LEFT. Uh. (8 
eS ae 
y fe yy Y il ff 
f y (( 
) 
iS) 
eT 
uf 
LZ 


AL =S 
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DEATH IS 
SO UNFAIR/ 













































































































































































































































































































































































































































































g 
SHE SHOULD VA 
HAVE HER WHOLE if 
VE_HER WHC L4 N 
OF HER/ 
\ ‘ 
| A 


WHY DOES 
SHE HAVE TO 


DISAPPEAR 
FOREVER? 





IT’S BEYOND 
MESSED UP. 
WHY DOES SHE 
HAVE TO DIE? 





I WANT TO 
HELP HER. 


IF THERE’S 
A CHANCE- ANY Y 
CHANCE AT ALL, |¥ 

LL TAKE IT. 


INTO THE HOPE 
‘T SHE’LL 
BE ALRIGHT. 


ALL I WANT 
IS TO SEE HER 
SMILING FACE 











































































































































































































I SHOULD 
HAVE BEEN 
BY SOMEONE'S 
SIDE TOO. 
BUT I WASN'T. 




















WELL, 
BUT I DIDN'T = SHE’S 
EXPECT ANYONE — RIGHT. 
TO SAY WHAT 
IVE BEEN 
THINKING. 


IT’S AN r 
AWFUL FEELING, 
ISN’T IT? 


aff sorkino oF 
SO YOUVE GOT 
SOME REGRETS NATO Re 
WHAT YOU'RE 
ABOUT HOW YOU GOING THROUGH, 
HANDLED THE : 
SITUATION WITH 
YOUR FRIEND? 


IM DOING 
EVERYTHING 
I CAN TO 


MAKE SURE 
THAT DOESN'T 
HAPPEN. 


ONCE YOU 
LOSE SOMEONE, 
THAT'S IT. 
THEY’RE NOT 
COMING BACK. 














SHE'S COMING 
WITH US ON OUR 

FINAL JOURNEY 
TO YOMI. 














AND HIBINO’S 
COMING TOO/ 





CAN YOU 
ee 
N 
5 
c 


7) 


pe 
a 
A 
car 
TELL ME 
MORE ABOUT 
YOUR PLAN? 





£% 
b 
: 
Be, 
v4 
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eared 
ye 
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——, 
4 
() 


ss 

OPAL. 

. SS 
Sey. 
———s 
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J 
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A AND PRETTY 
na CRAMPED 
«| Too! 
21 | 
fi) N | 
“Mj AN ENDLESS - 
a) VOID... A S PAS |g (T SURE 
; ! a IS DARK 
* WAM i) IN HERE. 
o ye F a 
y Bl Ar 
lh ; 
1 
Jf 
ZA”, Bhx, 
Z2\ 4/3 
Baa as <2 
Yi: Gy < , 
Vi" Zip i f 
Pies , // } TAINAI SHRINE ‘J Wtcn 
IS PRETTY \Z — 
avis is DIFFERENT FROM \ 4 


pretty (PZ WHAT I EXPECTED/ ‘ 
aes g I DIDNT THINK A } 


7 


a “i, CAVE KNOWN FOR | i ) 
\| Se) Z | REBIRTH WOULD ng fr N ( 


BE SO BLEAK. 









































I BET THIS 
IS WHAT YOMI 
IS LIKE. 









































SO YOU ALL THINK 
PEOPLE’S SOULS 
GO TO YOMI 
AFTER THEY DIE? 











HMM... WE HAVE 
; Dl 
THAT'S NOT INTERPRETATIONS 
ii HOW WHAT I WAS OF THE SAME 
Writ, NOW EXPECTING. PLACE. 


YOU ALL WERE 
SO HESITANT TO 
TALK TO ME. 





IT’S YOUR 
DECISION. 


THERE'S 
NOTHING WRONG 
WITH SPENDING 
YOUR LIVES RUNNING 
TOWARDS DEATH 
IF THAT'S WHAT YOU 
WANT TO DO. 


BUT AT THE 
SAME TIME, 
I CANT EVEN 
BEGIN TO 


IMAGINE WHAT 
HE'S GOING 
THROUGH. 


I WAS SO FOCUSED 
ON MY OWN GOALS 
THAT I DIDN’T TAKE 
THE TIME TO TRY TO 
UNDERSTAND HIM. 
I’M SO EMBAR- 
RASSED... 


SIESSS 


\ SS 


SO... ITLL ALL 
BE OVER SOON 
FOR THE THREE 

OF YOU, HUH? 


TWAS PRETTY 
SHOCKED TO 
HEAR THAT 
HIBINO WANTS 
TO DIE. 





YOU'RE NOT ALL 

PART OF SOME 

SORT OF CULT, 
ARE YOU?! 


IS HANI A 
DIVINE BEING 





DID HIBINO GAIN 
HIS IMMORTALITY 
AFTER YEARS 


OF STUDYING 
A SECRET ART? 


SOME KIND OF 
PILGRIMAGE OF 
MARTYRDOM? 


PLEASE, I’LL BE 
ETERNALLY GRATEFUL 
IF YOU'D BE WILLING TO 
SHARE YOUR SECRETS 
WITH AN OUTSIDER. 


THIS IS THE 
FIRST IVE 
HEARD OF THIS 
ANCIENT FAITH/ 





WELL, I AM A GOD, 
BUT WE’RE JUST 
GOING ON A 
TEN DAY TRIP. 


I'D HAVE TO TECHNIQUE, 
THROW OUT 
ALL OF MY 
RESEARCH AND 
START OVER! 


I’M GLAD HIBINO’S 
IMMORTALITY 
ISN‘T PART OF THIS. 
BUT HIS VIEWS 
ON LIFE AND DEATH 
SURE DO HAVE 
A LOT IN COMMON 
WITH SHINTO. 





YOU DON'T 
BELIEVE US? 


IM NOT TRYING 

TO TEAR DOWN 

YOUR BELIEFS, 
BUT... 


BUT IF YOU ASK ME, 


DEATH IS JUST 
NOTHINGNESS. 


MY RESEARCH 
REVOLVES AROUND 
UNDERSTANDING 
HOW OTHER PEOPLE 
THINK ABOUT 
DEATH. 


NOTHING 


YOU DIE. 


NO SOULS. 
NO REBIRTH. 








I DON'T WANT 
TO MAKE PEACE 
WITH MY DEATH. 


I’D RATHER 
JUST KEEP ON &% 
LIVING. 


BELIEF IN 
THE DIVINE 
DOESN'T DO 


ANYTHING 
FOR ME. 


TM PUTTING 
ALL OF MY FAITH 
INTO HUMANITY 
INSTEAD. 


ALL THAT'S LEFT 
IS AN INESCAPABLE 
NOTHINGNESS. 
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NO SOULS: 





NO REBIRTH? 
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of 
Zz 
wi 
aS 
wi & 
Tu 
2a 


ITS PITCH 
BLACK... 
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AM I... 
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ee 
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OF 
WERE NOT COURSE. s : 
JUST REAL, GODS BRE 
WE'RE RIGHT 
BESIDE YOU. 


YOU'RE REAL, 
RIGHT HANI? 














YEAH, YOU JUST 
VMs DISAPPEARED! 
I KEPT CALLING 
FOR YOU AND YOU 
° DIDNT RESPOND! 
WHAT HAPPENED?! 
" ARE YOU OKAY? 


I’M FINE, 


Cf Sif 





= SEEMS LIKE 
9 7 MIKA HAD A 
x FIRST HAND 
\\ EXPERIENCE WITH THESE ARE 
THAT TODAY. SACRED GROUNDS, 
SO IT’S EASY TO 
GET LOST IN YOUR 
A OWN WORLD. 
oh oo 
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I NS/ i 





\\N 
Ai 
(| 
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HIBINO/ 


















































































































































































































































































































































YEP! YOU’D 





BETTER GET L oh LETS 
USED TO ME/ Os GET Gol- 
I’M NOT LETTING oy 
YOU OUT OF MY by” A WAIT, YOURE 
- SIGHT. 1 p,, [| STILL COMING 
DESPERATE! | WITH US? 
te 
C7 ‘a 
HH YEAH? ; fs ia 
Ol E fe p 
I DESPERATELY W.2 Zs s “fl Mi 
WANT YOU TO fe 2 Me > 
LEAVE US 4, —\Y f 


ALONE. Tn 7, 













































































UNLESS YOU 
TRULY BELIEVE 


ARE 
UNNECESSARY. 

















































































































































































Ifa. \ 1/) \ 
oe Sr 
i y bp s. S 
iioys ee 
Wy we ay) WHEN YouRE  [N 
D B TRAPPED, \ 
i e) AT YOUR 
LOWEST 
| PONT... f 
nS 
= il! 
ARE, YOU SURE > 2 
EVEN CONSIDER ‘a 
ASKING A GOD 


FOR HELP? 



























































4 
IZ, 1 
q — WELL, YOU 
a, MIGHT NOT 
eeoryee i. BUT ITS VALUE ME, 
Hen] al CLEAR THAT THE GOD, 
YOU VALUE 
)\ HIBINO, THE 
f\ IMMORTAL. 
















































































\) IM GLAD SHE 
N) HAS SOMETHING 
TO BELIEVE IN. 


EVEN IF SHE 
DOESN‘T 
BELIEVE IN ME. 








NOTHING 
REMAINS. 


TV’S THE 
END OF 
EVERYTHING. 





I’M 
- SCARED! 


HELP ME! 
PLEASE! 
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RE 1S Ah 


v4 eS) 
Yubki Kamatani 


SIA sw 
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NEVERMIND, 

FORGET I 

SAID ANY- 
THING! 


ARE YOU 


HEY, 
AWASHIMA! 
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THAT'S 
HIBINO’S 
BAG. 






































































































































HMM... 
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HIBINO MUST 

HAVE KNOWN 

ALL THESE 
PEOPLE. 


NAMES ARE ¥ 

PRETTY OLD. 
ARE THEY 
FROM THE 
MEIJI ERA? 





YOU WON’T 
FIND ANY 
SECRETS OF 
IMMORTALITY 
IN THERE. 


SORRY TO BE 
THE BEARER 
OF BAD NEWS. | 











«AND T’LL 
SINCE YOU’RE z TELL YOU 


IM SORRY 
JUST DYING ABOUT MY FOR PRYING. [* 
TO KNOW. F | IMMORTALITY. 


P-PLEASE 
Do! 





ALRIGHTY, TLL FILL 
YOU IN AS SOON 
AS I’M DEAD. 


YOU’RE 
LOOKING 
FOR A WAY TO 
ESCAPE YOUR 
IMMORTALITY. 


My LAB HAS 
THE RESOURCES 
TO FULLY BACK A 
PROJECT LIKE THIS ONE! 
WE CAN PROVIDE ALL 
THE RESEARCH 


I’M RIGHT, 

DOCUMENTS 1 

YOU’LL NEED, AREN'T I? 
Oo! 











































WHAT IF 
SHE DOESN’T 
WANT THAT? 
WHAT IF SHE 
RESENTS YOU? 


ARE YOU 
PLANNING ON 
BECOMING 
IMMORTAL TOO 
AND KEEPING HER 
COMPANY UNTIL 
THE END OF TIME? 


ALL IT TAKES 
TO BE HAPPY? 













































































































































































SAY YOU 
ACTUALLY 


MANAGE TO 


HELP YOUR 


FRIEND AND 


SHE LIVES 
FOREVER. 


MIKA TOLD 
ME YOU’RE 
DOING ALL 
THIS FOR 
YOUR 
FRIEND. 






































































































































DON’T YOU 
THINK SO? 


YOU/RE ONLY 
SAYING THAT 
BECAUSE YOU’RE 
IMMORTAL. 


MY IMMORTALITY 
HAS GIVEN ME 
A UNIQUE 
PERSPECTIVE. 
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= 
PILED UP E 
OVER AND D 
OVER WITH ated 
Ky ee THIS 
; PLACE 
ISNT THE 





ORIGINAL, 
YOU KNOW. 










IT’S BUILT 
ON TOP OF 
THE REMAINS OF 
THE EDO AND 

HOUE! ERA’S 
MOUNT FUJI 
ERUPTION. 












LAYER OF 
ASH AND STONE |" 
COMPRESSED |r 
AND MERGED 
WITH THE LAST. [© 

















BUT I’M SURE 
YOU ALREADY 
KNEW THAT. 
RIGHT, MS. 
RESEARCHER? 













---AND NOW 
WE’RE STANDING 
ON TOP OF 
A FOUNDATION 
THAT WAS 
HUNDREDS 
OF YEARS IN 
THE MAKING. 













STANDING ON 
THE ASH AND DIRT 
LEFT BY THOSE 
THAT CAME 
BEFORE US. 





Q 
a 
8 
Ea 





: ‘ THEY 
rn SAY. 
HUMANITY ee) ie 
1S MORE re) 5 
THAN JUST 7 
THE SEDIMENT 3 a i h 
S WE LEAVE is 
BEHIND. HIBINO. VE < 
-¢ 
AT LEAST, ey SH 
THAT'S HOW | ~ \ 4 
MOST PEOPLE of 











SEE IT. 

















T mu 




















WHY ARE YOU 
RUNNING AWAY? 












Tu FowLow you I JUST WANT 
Times DO WE OTHE caer TO TALK! 


HAVE TO DO 
THIS?! 


I’LL PLAY 
THIS GAME 
FOR AS 


LONG AS 
IT TAKES. 





l | a? is sue Gone? W/ 

































































al | DID WE LOSE 
| | { HER? 
v | 
: c CO 
O 
hex = 
DID YOU sar Y, 
KNOW THIS GOD, 
HIBINO? 
, oN 
3 
THIS SHRINE . 
I leoe 
THE LocaLg 'S WONDERFUL: : ttt 0 
HAVE MADE : : 
THEIR LOVE FOR | tee 
VERY CLEAR. 
? 
ae 
dh 









































ONCE YOU 
UNDERSTAND 
HER SITUATION, 
HER EAGERNESS 
IS PRETTY 
JUSTIFIABLE, 
DON’T YOU 
THINK? 


SAY ADIEU 
TO IZU! 
WE’RE ON 
OUR WAY TO 
SHIMANE! 





WHAT‘’S 
THE RUSH, 
MIKA? 


T WAS 
THINKING 
WE’D STOP 

AT IZU 

FIRST. 









































LET’S GO, 
HIBINO! 
WE’RE ON 
OUR WAY TO 
SHIMANE! 













































































IF WE KEEP 
RUNNING AWAY, 
WHO’S GOING 

TO HELP 

AWASHIMA’S 

FRIEND? 

















ARE YOU 
REALLY 
OKAY WITH 
THIS? 








\ Ce Y 


I DON'T WANT 
TO MAKE PEACE 
WITH MY DEATH. 


I'D RATHER 
JUST KEEP 
ON LIVING. 









WHAT DO 
YOU WANT 
FROM 

ME?! 












DON’T WHAT DO. 
JUST STAND YOU THINK, 
THERE, SAY HIBINO? 
SOMETHING! 







































































































































































































































































a LIKE aM 
CAN YOU WHAT? ff) O° FONE” 
MAKE US ! 
INVISIBLE OR 
SOMETHING? 





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































HE’S GOT 
QUITE 
A NOSE! \ WM 
















































































































































































Hani, 
call Ill 


g 

















IES: CLOSE MY, EYES: 
TM DONEFEOR) 


THAT’LL BE 
THE END OF IT. 





AH, 
AWASHIMA 
CHIHIRO... 






THIS ISN’T HER 
FIRST TIME HERE. 
SHE ALWAYS 
CHECKS HERSELF 
OUT EARLY. 





































































WE RECEIVED A 
RECOMMENDATION 
THAT SHE RETURN 
Sy,| TO HER PRIMARY CARE 
\\_ “) PROVIDER IN TOKYO AND 
RESUME TREATMENT 
IMMEDIATELY. 






WE NEED TO TAKE 
ACTION QUICKLY 
BEFORE SHE 
CHECKS HERSELF 
OUT AGAIN. 





WORK IS 






YOU’RE ie eee a IMPORTANT, 
NOT A FAMILY BUT YOU CAN 
ONLY DO IT IF 






NOPE, NO 


RELATION. YOU’RE ALIVE. 



























































WE/RE 
7 COMPLETE 
STRANGERS. 
(' s X95 
A 
MS. AWA- 
i can I'M FEELING 
YOU CAN/T! FEEL 
BETTER! 



















































sol 
: NEED TO 
i -~ __|\|| TALK To... 

HIBINO, $f l 























WAIT! 4 


























S 
iA, 
ee 
$ 
| ‘ PLEASE, 
is \) DON’T GO! 
: ¥ . 
P ens. si 
7 BEGGING J )> 
voan. | | YOU. 
WOAH... |~ 




















IF YOU 
COLLAPSE 
HERE, 


YOU WON’T 





THERE /S 
NO FRIEND/ 
















































I'M THE ONE i 
THAT'S Sick! | 


I WANT TO BE 
IMMORTAL. 




































































SO THAT'S 
WHY YOU WERE 
SO FRANTIC... 


PLEASE, 
TRY TO 


UNDER- 
STAND! 


WELL, I 
UNDERSTAND: 
|| THE SEQUENCE 
[| OF EVENTS. 


WHAT 
THE HELL 
IS YOUR 


YOU'RE GOING 
TO OUTLIVE 
EVERYONE YOULL 
EVER KNOW! 
WHY DOESN’T 
THAT BOTHER 





PRETEND 
YOURE JUST LIKE 
EVERYONE ELSE, YOU’D RATHER 
| KEEP YOUR GIFT 
| TO YOURSELF, 


AND WRITE THE 
NAMES OF ALL 
THE DEAD FRIENDS 
YOU’VE OUTLIVED 
IN YOUR LITTLE 
DIARY! 


ARE YOU 
TRYING TO 
HURT YOUR- 
SELF ON 
PURPOSE? 


INSERTING 
YOURSELF INTO 
THE LIVES OF 
US PATHETIC 
MORTALS 
MAKE YOU 
FEEL ALIVE? 


















































RY 
NEE 
| a 
ay / 
\ \ g MAYBE 
I'VE SAID \ 
EVERYTHING nae 
I CAN SAY. 
> 
BUT THERE’S 
NO WAY YOU Se 
COULD POSSIBLY 
UNDERSTAND! A 
DEATH CAN’T = if, 


EVER CATCH YOU! 
YOU’LL NEVER 
KNOW WHAT IT’S 
LIKE TO RUN 
FROM IT! 








YOURE j j 


SUPPOSED TO 
BE IMPOSSIBLY | & : 


KIND/ 
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S! 


SHOW ME THAT 
KINDNES 
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I’VE NEVER 
SEEN AN ADULT 
ACT THIS WAY. 








/ 
Bl 


IT’S SO BRIG 
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| tN 
B 
I DON’T | : 
WANT 
Q TO DIE/ 
| s? 
I DON’T mr s 
WANT 
TO DIE. 
Mo 





























NOT YET! 




















Ie 





























4 IT’S TOO 
SOON. 





















































(ES TAURBORT) BIB/ SH) 


READI< 





SHE. H. 


cre 7/ } 


ASE FILTH BSD 


a 





















co 
\ SY 
XY) y 
A y 4 4 ( f 


C 0 p 










































































WE'VE COME 
AND THOSE WHC) MY FATHER... 

ARE LEFT ALIVE HE'S Al TO REQUEST AID 
ARE NOT FARING fetes EREADY: IN THE FORM OF 








MUCH BETTER! . STARVED RICE AND TAX 
THEIR LIVES ARE TODEAU EXEMPTIONS FOR 
PLEASE DO NOT / ALIVING HELL! THOSE WHO 
TURN A BLIND ARE WORKING 
EYE TO OUR Soa TO CLEAR 
SUFFERING, LS THE ASH. 
LORD INA! a 





PLEASE 


LORD INA }| | 
HANZAE- [ 


MON! 








fi~ 6 LOOK CLOSELY, 
HIBINO. 


IT'S BEEN 
HALF A YEAR 
SINCE MT. FUJI 

ERUPTED. 


¥ THE RECONSTRUCTION 
EFFORTS ARE PROGRESS- 
ING SLOWER THAN 
EXPECTED AND THE 
RECENT FLOODS 
HAVE ONLY MADE 
MATTERS WORSE. 












THERE'S 
A VILLAGE 
UNDER ALL 
OF THIS 





PEOPLE, 











» f FIELDS, 











THEIR 
LIVELIHOODS— 
PA ALL BURIED. 

















a) 
Bi 
o 
a daeert) 
HMM. J IRS y 
Mire Shen = 5 vise vost pass 
2 
EVER TRULY ee @ Ne\\\\\) serore THESE PEOPLE a 
HUMANS ARE BEWFREE OF FIT, € NST= AND THEIR LAND ARE = 
RESILIENT, OR WILL THEY og VJ} FREE OF THE ASH AND 
BUT THEY LEARN TO LIVE 2 STONE THAT WANTS 
CAN ONLY DO Zz WITH IT? SO BADLY TO SNUFF 
so much. pitts ZB THEM OUT? 





THE SHOGUNATE 
EVEN SO, WILL NOT ABANDON 
SOME OF THE THIS PLACE. THEY 
THERE'S ALSO A VILLAGERS WILL UNDERSTAND THAT 
GROWING SENTIMENT CHOOSE TO LEAVE ITS RESTORATION WILL 
AMONG THOSE WHO AND REBUILD EARN THEM SIGNIFICANT 
CHOOSE TO REMAIN THEIR LIVES POLITICAL CAPITAL. 
THAT STARTING ELSEWHERE. 
FRESH ON TOP OF 
THE ASH IS THE 
WAY FORWARD, 


ULTIMATELY, 
WHICHEVER 
DECISION 
THEY REACH IS 
JUSTIFIABLE. 


THEY WERE 


LUCKY ENOUGH 
TO SURVIVE, AND 
THEY WANT 
THAT TO MEAN Q 
SOMETHING. : THEY'RE ALL 
DESPERATELY 
LOOKING FOR SOME 
PURPOSE IN 
THEIR LIVES. 
























2) lr 





S 


VA 
S j fy 
Ss 





THEY NEED TO 
MOVE FORWARD. 
THEY NEED TO 
MAKE SOMETHING 
OUT OF THIS. 
THEY NEED TO EAT. 
THEY NEED TO 
LAUGH. 


THEY NEED TO 
FREE THEIR PARENTS, 
> CHILDREN, AND. 





pe ONce FRIENDS WHO ARE 
THEIR HOMELAND BURIED BENEATH 
IS RESTORED, 


THIS ASH. 
THEY NEED TO 


TAKE THE TIME TO 
MOURN THE ONES 
THEY'VE LOST. 





























WE NEED 
TO SEE THIS 
RESTORATION 










THESE PEOPLE 










I KNOW THIS. 
y TH HT 
Y ig THEONLY aoe fe) NEED TO HAVE HOPE 
WAY FORWARD, THE END. FOR THE FUTURE 
BUT WHEN AND THE MEANS 


I LOOK OUT AT 
THIS HOPELESS 
LANDSCAPE... 


TO GET THERE. 
WHAT IF I CAN'T 
HELP THEM? 








I START 

TO WONDER IF 
IT'S EVEN 
POSSIBLE. JZ 





THERE'S 
NO DOUBT 
IN MY MIND 
YOU'VE GIVEN THAT TEAS. 
THESE PEOPLE HOPE. 
THEIR BELIEF IN THE 
FUTURE WILL CREATE 
NEW PATHS AND 
OPPORTUNITIES. 


THAT'S 
HOW IT'S 
ALWAYS 


SPOKEN 
WITH THE 
CONFIDENCE OF 
A DIVINE BEING, 
AS USUAL. 




















THE TIME 
HAS COME 
FOR ME 
TO END 


THE SHOGUNATE 
HAS CHOSEN TO 
PLACE THE BLAME 


T suppose THEY ENTIRELY ON MY 
BELIEVE THIS 1S A © SHOULDERS. 
FAIR EXCHANGE FOR 
THE CORRUPTION 
I EXPOSED AND 
THE RICE AND TAX 
BREAKS I GAVE TO 
THOSE IN NEED. 





MY LIFE. 























































BUT I'M 
TERRIFIED OF 
WHAT IT'LL LEAVE 
UNFINISHED. 





DEATH ITSELF 
DOESN'T 
SCARE ME, 












WHO WILL, 
CONTINUE 
MY WORK 
AFTER I'M 
GONE? 





MY MISSION 









IS NOT 


DONE YET. 


MY GREATEST 
FEAR IS THAT 
IT STAYS 
THAT WAY. 












DID MY 
PRESENCE 
EVEN BENEFIT 
ANYONE? 





DID I HELP 
‘| BUILD A BETTE! 
FUTURE? 













DID MY LIFE 
HAVE ANY 
MEANING 

AT ALL? 





























































































































































oe. 

















BUT I'VE I’M NOT 
DEFINITELY A GOD, 

EXPERIENCED 

MORE THAN 

MOST. 














HE WAS THE 
ONE I WAS THE 
/| MOST WORRIED 


ABOUT! 























THAT'S 




















Mini =A RELIEF. 

















































































































MAYBE IT’S 
TIME TO ASK 
FOR SOME 
DIVINE AID. 


BEN WILL BE 
STAYING WITH 
A COLLEAGUE 
FROM THE LAB 
FOR A WHILE. 












HE’S BEEN MY 
TRAVEL BUDDY 
THIS WHOLE TIME, SO 
I’M REALLY GONNA 
MISS HIM, BUT 
TLL FEEL BETTER 
KNOWING THAT HE’S 
TAKEN CARE OF. 

































































WELL, YOU 
STILL HAVE TIME 
TO CHANGE 


YOUR MIND. esioe 


WELCOME TO 
IF YOU WISH. 





YOUR ROAD 
TO DEATH 
IS STILL... 


IS THAT A | ; i | YOUR ROAD 
COMPLI- \ d TO DEATH IS 
we 


V, 
IT’S LIKE A 5 Gan 
MARSH FILLED \ 


WITH SCALDING 
HOT MUD. 











IVE NEVER 
CONSIDERED 
RELINQUISHING 
THE MOMENT OF 
MY DEATH TO 
FORCES OUTSIDE 
MY CONTROL. 




















THAT'S 
iN YOUR IDEA OF 
A LIFE LIVED TO 
ITS FULLEST? 






















































































































































































+--COMPLETING |, 
YOUR LIFE’S 
WORK AND 
THEN DROP- 
PING DEAD. 


OH, BY THE WAY, 

I CAME HERE [ 
TO GIVE YOUA 
FAREWELL GIFT! 


IT’S A DELICACY 
THAT L PURCHASED 
WELCOME. Ne IN SHINAGAWA — 
GOODBYE! J CHOCOLATE IN THE 
I'S A SNACK FORM OF A HILL! 


FIT FOR A Gop! | 


IT REMINDS ME 
OF YOUR ROAD 
TO DEATH. 








I HOPE TO 
SEE YOU 























































































































































































































I GUESS 
I DESERVE THIS 


AFTER ALL 
WHAT A PETTY THE TROUBLE 


GESTURE! I CAUSED. 
AT LEAST 


IT’S CUTE... 






































I RAN INTO YOU 
AGAIN, BUT 
SINCE YOU’RE 
































| YOU SAW IT ALL 
TOO, HIBINO, BUT 





I GUESS IT 
DIDN’T PHASE 
YOU AS MUCH. 














AWASHIMA. 
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= SHE REALLY VJ 
. -e : GOT A FRONT 
7 Pe ROW SEAT TO 
ss MY MENTAL 
3 Ny) y A BREAKDOWN. 
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TM LIKE THIS 
BECAUSE I 
ASKED FOR IT. 












































MY IMMORTALITY 
IS A CURSE. 










































































ES. 


I WOULDN’T 
WISH IT ON ANYONE, 
ESPECIALLY 
SOMEONE WHO'S 
SO DESPERATELY 
CLINGING TO LIFE. 






WHAT? 


TLL HELP 
YOU IN ANY 
WAY AN 
IMMORTAL 
PERSON 
COULD 


BUT MY 
IMMORTALITY WON’T 
SAVE YOUR LIFE 
OR MAKE YOU 
FAMOUS. AND - 
EVEN IF IT COULD, | 7 
I WOULDN’T 
WANT IT TO. 
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THAT'S 
REALLY HOW 





I’M NOT 
ABOUT TO 
DUMP IT ON 
SOMEONE 
ELSE.. 


AND I DON’T 
PLAN ON 
CHANGING MY 
MIND UNTIL THE 
DAY I DIE. 





THIS IS MY 
PROBLEM. 
































































































































A 











YOUVE BEEN 
BEARING THIS ; 
BURDEN ALONE FOR F 
SO LONG. THERE 
ISN’T A SINGLE 
PERSON IN THE 
WORLD THAT CAN 
RELATE TO WHAT 
YOU’RE GOING 
THROUGH. 


THAT MUST BE 
REALLY HARD 
ON YOU! 
























































WELL, 
NOT THAT 
YOU NEED ME 
TO WORRY 
ABOUT YOU. 
































BUT I’M NOT 
GIVING UP! 





ey 


, 
| 
















I’M NOT 


LOOKING YOU CAN‘T 
) FORWARD TO GET RID OF ME 
h CHECKING MY S| THAT EASILY! 
REAR-VIEW 





MIRROR! 

















ILL BE RIGHT bs 
BEHIND YOU ON |#%% / 
EVERY STEP OF KK 
YOUR JOURNEY! 





























IM GOING 
| TO DIE? 













IT’S NOT 
EVEN 


THIS HAS TO 
BE THE WORST 
DIVINE GIFT 
OF ALL TIME. 

















a LATELY I’VE BEEN 
THINKING ABOUT 
MY MORTALITY. 


WILL MY DEATH 

HAVE MEANING? 

WHY WILL I DIE? 
WILL IT BE SCARY? 



















ABOU 
Wy MPLIS oH 
\avour'eoars a 


THEN IT’S ONLY NATURAL 
FOR MINE TO END ONCE 
I SEE MITSUHA AGAIN. 








“S} y GOAL WSN “~ xs sa 


IT’S WHAT 


Y 





HANI AND HIBINO 
LS ARE: WITH MEV TOO: 


AND WITH THEIR HELP, 
I’M MOVING FORWARD. 







YEAH, 
LET'S GO! 








SS LET'S GET 
A MOVE ON! 

































































AND NOW, 
BY POPULAR 

‘| DEMAND, WE’RE 
HEADED 
STRAIGHT 
TO ISE/ 
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CAN YOU BE 
SERIOUS FOR 
FIVE SECONDS? 
HANI NEEDS 
OUR HELP! 

































































SO GODS 
CAN TURN INTO 
PUDDING, HUH? 
I GUESS THEY 
WORK IN MYS- 
TERIOUS WAYS. 





THAT’S WEIRD. 
LOOKS LIKE 
1AN HANI LOST THE 
acl ray iS \ MAYBE SAYING ABILITY TO 
. \ ALL OF THOSE MAINTAIN THEIR 
- GOODBYES DRAINED HUMAN FORM. 
SOME OF THEIR 
DIVINE ENERGY. 





WHAT?! 
NO WAY! 


‘ EE IS THIS IT 

GET TO SEE : FOR US? 
\MITSUHA WE DIDN‘T EVEN 
AGAIN! MAKE IT TO YOMI. 


I DIDN’'T GET 
TO SEE HER... 











WHAT AM I 
SUPPOSED TO 
DO WITHOUT 
YOU? 


WE/RE 
SUPPOSED TO 
GO TO YOMI 
TOGETHER! 





279 29%. 11228 ARIE | 














































































































AND 
THAT’S MY 
FRIEND, NOT 
PUDDING! 
STOP TRYING 
TO EAT 
THEM! 




















































































































































































































Wy 
‘ Vii. QUIT IT/ 


BITING ME! 
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THEY’RE 
RELENT- 
LESS... 

































































































































































gj 4S I THOUGHT! 








IT’S JUST 
THEY’RE AT 






























































































































RIGHT. | CORRECT! 


«" F I RECOGNIZE 
$ YOUR NAME. 


THAT BIRD 
IS TALK— 


ITIS I, 
YATAGARASU! 
THE BELOVED AND 
UNFORGETTABLE 
BIRD GOD WITH 
WORLDWIDE 
APPEAL! 


















YOUR COMPANION 
IS AN OLD 
ACQUAINTANCE 
OF MINE. 


AT THIS RATE, 
YOU/LL HAVE TROUBLE 
MAKING IT TO ISE, 
LET ALONE YOMI. 





















































































































































THE RATE AT WHICH 
THEY LOST THEIR 
DIVINE ENERGY PIQUED 
SUSANOO’S INTEREST 
SO HE SENT ME HERE 
TO INVESTIGATE. 







































































A, 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































CAN YOU |” < 
HELP US? 
HANI =< Was 
1S < : 
IN REALLY £2 0 
BAD SHAPE! os 
IF WE DON’T oy) 
DO ANYTHING : 
THEY'LL... 


















































HOWEVER, 
I’M MOST 
CONCERNED 
WITH THE 
SIZE OF YOUR 
COMPANION’S 
IT’S GROWN DARK AURA. 
QUITE QUICKLY 
AND IF NOTHING 
IS DONE, THEY 
RISK BECOMING 
AN EVIL SPIRIT 
HELLBENT ON 
EXACTING DIVINE 
PUNISHMENT. 


THAT DEPENDS 
ON YOUR 
INTERPRETATION 
OF “HELP”. 


WOULD YOU 
LIKE ME TO 
LET THE GOD 
LIVE? OR DO 
YOU WANT ME TO 
ALLOW THEM A 
PROPER DEATH? 


A SELFISH : 

REQUEST! q j 

HOWEVER, YOUR TO LIVE! 
HONESTY IS 
REFRESHING. 


OH, / w.FOR ME/ 
FOR YOU? 





ONCE THERE, 
WE CAN " 
REPLENISH THEIR 
DIVINE ENERGY 
WITH SOME OF 
MY MASTER'S. 


BE QUICK 
ABOUT IT. j \ 
TIME IS = fy 
OF THE COMPANION 
ESSENCE. &§ < |) ’ TO SUSANOO’S 
' SHRINE IN 
HAMAMATSU. 











FT 














oS A 
Ib g 
AR 
7 DOES ANYONE | 
HAVE A BOX 
OR A BAG OR 
THAT'S SOMETHING? OKAY, BUT 
YOUR PLAN? HOW DO WE 
TRANSPORT 















2 
HIBINO, THERE’S A PUDDLE? 


A SHOPPING BAG Ss 
IN YOUR TRUNK, |: 





G 
0 









































GO ON, GOD, 
TELL US ABOUT 
YOUR JOURNEY 

TO DEATH. 






































alee : 











SHARING 
YOUR HISTORY 
WITH OTHERS 
WILL HELP YOU 
PRESERVE YOUR 
PHYSICAL FORM. a 








THIS GOD 
LONGS FOR 
THE OTHER 
SIDE OF THE 
OCEAN. 






































































I DON®T..< 


=F 


es 




















TYLISTENEDSTO 
EVERYARRAYER THAT. 
THEAVILDAGERS 
SENTBTO|ME. 


lex ( LARGE FISH HAULS) 
LONG LIFE, GOOD;HEALTH)7 
f2L ~~” SAFETY, PROTECTION. 
: “FROM MISFORTUNE... 


TAHEARD)ITGALIN fe 
BU IpIINEVERYACTED— hi 
ONAQIISTENED, a 
ASVAL: GODS ‘DO 





















PHYSICAL 
IS LOST IN 
DEATH. 3 
. 
ae 
a? 


AND WITH 
NOWHERE ELSE 
TO GO, THE SOUL 
WILL FIND ITS 
WAY TO YOMI. 


Oe 


BUT DEATH ’ 
ISN'T THE END, 


















































































































































01 
THE ABILITY |TOVACEE 
THAT THEIR Lives| wil E 























THE ROAD TO DEATH 
IS TRULY FASCINATING. 





| 
fre WOULD PRAY TO 
ANYTHING IT HELPED 
QUELL.THEIke| AVERSION 


TO D, --GODS, 


THEIR ACTIONS 
WERE COMPLETELY 
INCOMPREHENSIBLE 
TO ME, AND 
I LOVED THEM 








1S =f ) ' <7 T'M READY TO DIE! = 
"THEY'RE ~ 4 : MITSUHA IS 
WAITING FOR ME oy Sa Ji WAITING FOR ME 
IN YOMI." ‘ kK J IN YOMI! 
o 




































































MIKA IS FAR FROM 
THE FIRST PERSON 
IVE MET WHO WANTED TO 
REUNITE WITH SOMEONE 
WHO’S PASSED ON. 


I’VE MET SO MANY, IN FACT, 
THAT I’VE LOST COUNT. 


BUT FOR SOME REASON, 
I FELT COMPELLED TO 
GRANT HER WISH. 


MAYBE I SAW 
SOME OF MYSELF IN HER. 
AFTER ALL, MY LIFE 
WILL END SOMEDAY TOO. 


WAS INVITING HER 

IT WAS ALL FOR ME, ON MY JOURNEY 

THE MORE THE MERRIER, RIGHT? A SELFLESS ACT? 
FAR FROM IT. 


NOTHING MORE, 








IT WASN’T LONG AFTER 
THIS JOURNEY BEGAN 
THAT I HAD THE PRIVILEGE 

OF MEETING HUMANS WHO 
- WERE FACED WITH DEATH. 
NATURALLY, MIKA WAS 


—_—“__ ONE OF THEM. 
aN 


I, ON THE OTHER HAND, 
HAD ALREADY HEARD 
MY FAIR SHARE OF 
SIMILAR STORIES FROM 
MY DAYS SPENT AT 
THE SHRINE. 


HAD THE TIME 


REALLY COME 4X \ AND YET, SOMETHING 
FOR ME TO \ \\ FELT DIFFERENT THIS TIME. 


PASS ON? 








AS MY DIVINE POWER WANED, 
I EXPECTED TO FEEL AT PEACE, 
BUT MY MIND ONLY 
BECAME MORE RESTLESS. 




































































WHERE IS THIS 
ns FROMA 


IS HAPPENING 
TO ME? 


eee 





(ern 


7 








I CAN’T SHAKE 
THE FEELING 

THAT THERE’S 
SOMETHING 
I MUST Do, 














ILOST SIGHT. 
OF MY PURPOSE, 








I'VE FORGOTTEN 
SOMETHING. ___- 




















SOMETHING; 
IMPORTANT: 
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ARE YOU 
SURPRISED? 


SORRY, I CAN’T 
REMEMBER 


MY NAME SO 


TM UNABLE TO £ 


INTRODUCE MY— 





YOU'RE TOO 

CLUMSY TO Ye 
MAKE IT THERE 
‘ON YOUR OWN, 
EVEN IF YOU'RE 























I THINK WE MET 

FOR A REASON. 

LETS GO THERE 
TOGETHER. 


WELL, IM HESS 7 YOU DON’T 
NOT EXACTLY ISAS DOUBT THAT 
A NORMAL GLY oN 7 2 
riled . . I’M A GOD? 























—= ‘-\— 















jf ILL BE WITH YOU 
d EVERY STEP 
OF THE WAY! 























IT’S ABOUT TIME 
FOR My LIFE 
TO END TOO. 
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HOW 

ARE YOU 

WAS THAT FEELING? 
HANI'S 


4 | TRUE NAME? 


SPEAKING A 
GOD’S TRUE NAME \g 
RESTORES THE 
tw OUTLINE OF THEIR 
‘\IU| DIVINE ESSENCE, 
ALLOWING THEM 
TO RETURN TO 
THIS REALM. 











Y 
+ ! ah 
iil 
Th A GOD'S 
COME, : | TRUE NAME Wee 
AGAIN? | : | 1S THE VERY Me 


HIBINO, 
I'VE BEEN 
THINKING... 


































































































































DO YOU THINK 
I MIGHT BE 
THE SOULMATE 
YOU’VE BEEN 
LOOKING FOR? 


(000 ,F BS RBs ooSm 









HANI 


From Takamagahara (2) 
Anywhere from 
3 £0 136 cm tall. 
God of medicine, safe 
voyages, and alcohol. 


Loves music J 


Served 4 

warm Also a. big fan 
of anything else 

that's tasty! 
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To everyone involved with 

the production and to 
everyone who read this manga, 
thank you very much! 

See you again in volume 3! 


- Kamatani Yuuki 








not thet 


Eh, it’s 
plicated. 


com 








peed me 


and teke 
ners wit imag! 
ton clad tON 
By your SAF 
































Doas dont 
Yeally think Much 
aBout Gods, huh? 


What do you 
think aBout me? 
z | 


\ 


You play with me, 




















Ht doesnt Metter 
who you are! 





/ {| T'LL BE WITH YOU 
EVERY STEP OF 


K| “ 

AND\THE 

OTHER™ Se. 
COULDN'T\BEW fl Eo 


\\ 


EVERYONE'S LIFE EVENTUALLY COMES TO AN END-NO EXCEPTIONS. 
NOT EVEN FOR GODS. WELL, SOME STUFF HAPPENED A LONG TIME AGO, 
AND IT TURNS OUT THERE IS AN EXCEPTION— ME. I'VE OUTLIVED SO, SO MANY FRIENDS. 
T’M ALWAYS THERE FOR THEM IN THEIR FINAL MOMENTS TO SEE THEM OFF WITH A SMILE. 


MAYBE ONE DAY IT'LL FINALLY BE MY TURN. 





I MUST, REMEMBER 
WHAT I'VE FORGOTTEN Je 
BEFOREMY BoDy 
~__ DISAPPEARS. * 















ARE ON A JOURNEY. 


YOMI! 


| 01. SHINA 


[TO DEATH T= SOE, 
STARTED WITH’ \\\\) XU 


[A BIZARRE =" 
ENCOUNTER: 


























DIVINE, 
ANorrTe! 






GODS CAN SURF! 


MIKA, A GIRL WHO’ WHO KNEW? 


READY FOR DEATH. 





‘BEST FRIEND, DECIDED TO END HER OWN LIFE 
BY JUMPING IN FRONT OF A TRUCK. BEFORE ANY- 
‘THING COULD HAPPEN, AN IMMORTAL YOUNGC7) 
[MAN AND HIS DIVINE TRAVELING COMPANION 
‘SAVED HER! ONCE MIKA LEARNED THAT THE TWO 
(WERE HEADED TO YOMI, SHE DECIDED TO JOIN 
‘THEM IN HOPES OF REUNITING WITH HER FRIEND 
[IN THE LAND OF THE DEAD. 





C04. GOTENBA ey 
MIKA TEMPORARILY [[ 
EXPERIENCES THE % re 
PURE NOTHINGNESS AUN 


OF DEATH. 


‘A RESEARCHER NAMED AWASHIMA DEMONSTRATES EXTREME 
DETERMINATION IN ATTEMPTING TO LEARN ABOUT HIBINO'S 
IMMORTALITY. LATER, IT I5 REVEALED THAT AWASHIMA'S 
[MOTIVATIONS ARE ENTIRELY PERSONAL - SHE WANTS TO BECOME 
IMMORTAL BECAUSE SHE HAS TERMINAL CANCER! MIKAS 
INTERACTIONS WITH AWASHIMA FORCED HER TO CONFRONT 

HER OWN MORTALITY. 














| HOW DO YOU BRING A GOD BACK 
ONCE THEY'VE TURNED INTO GOO? 
AFTER VISITING TONS OF SHRINES AND LOSING MIKA MET AN OLD WOMAN IN HAKONE WHO SAID SOME. 
‘ATTINY BIT OF THEIR DIVINITY EACH TIME, HANI ‘THINGS THAT RUBBED HER THE WRONG WAY AND MADE 
LOSES THE ABILITY TO MAINTAIN THEIR HUMAN HER LOSE CONTROL. THE OLD WOMAN SUDDENLY 
FORM AND TURNS INTO GOO! THE POWERFUL GOD PASSED AWAY BEFORE MIKA COULD APOLOGIZE FOR 
SUSANOO CATCHES WIND OF THIS AND SENDS HER OUTBURST. SOON AFTER, MIKA LEARNED THAT 
‘THEIR ASSISTANT, YATAGARASU, TO HELP. CAN ‘THE OLD WOMAN'S DEATH WASN'T AS SUDDEN AS SHE 
HANIS MORTAL FORM BE RESTORED? ‘THOUGHT - HANI KNEW IT WAS COMING! DISTURBED 


BY THIS REVELATION, SHE TURNED TO HIBINO FOR HELP. 
‘THEIR CONVERSATION SERVED AS AN OPPORTUNITY FOR 
MIKA TO SERIOUSLY CONFRONT HER FRIEND'S DEATH 
FOR THE FIRST TIME. 
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I WONDER WHICH 
ONE OF US THREE 
WILL BE THE 
FIRST TO GO. 




















DYING TO SEE 
SOMEONE AGAIN. 





I HOPE I’M THE 
FIRST TO GO. 














THAT SEEMS 
OBVIOUS IN HINDSIGHT. 

I GUESS I JUST WASN’T 2 
THINKING ABOUT IT. Z 





I DON’T THINK 
I COULD BARE TO 
OUTLIVE EITHER 
OF THEM... 








“DO YOU THINK 
I MIGHT BE 
THE SOULMATE 
YOU'VE BEEN 
LOOKING FOR?” 














TIED TOGETHER 
BY THE THREADS WE'RE TWO 
OF FATE! LOST SOULS, 
UNITED ON 
THE ROAD. 


IT SURE HAS 
A NICE RING TO IT 
WHEN YOU SAY ¥f 


IT OUT LOUD. 
THAT'LL DO 
FOR NOW. 














“YOUVE 
CHANGED.” 


YOU'RE MORE 
HUMAN THAN 
BEFORE. 





I KNOW IT 
!S ABNORMAL 
FOR A GOD TO 
THINK THIS WAY, 


MY MEMORIES} 
ARE WORTH BUT I WANT 
DYING FOR. . TO REMEMBER 
é WHAT I'VE 
FORGOTTEN. 


UNDERSTOOD. 


DO WHAT MUST BE | 
DONE IN ORDER TO DIE IT IS UNCLEAR TO ME 
WITHOUT REGRETS, |. WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF 
i YOU CONTINUE DOWN 


MINOR GOD. 
THIS PATH, BUT I CAN 
4 SAY ONE THING 


WITH CERTAINTY. 





THANK YOU, 
YATAGARASU. ’ JOURNEY. 


PLEASE GIVE 
MY REGARDS 
TO SUSANOO. 








THERE’RE 
SOME GODS 
THAT LIVE 
IN TOKOYO, 
RIGHT? 








YATAGARASU 
ISN’T SURE IF 
HANI WILL BE ABLE 
an TO MAINTAIN 
SO WE'LL THEIR FORM IF WE 


HAVE TO TAKE | 
A DETOUR : : HEAD. STRAIGHT, 


THROUGH 
SHIMANE AND 


THE KUMANO SEA. 
IN WAKAYAMA PREFECTURE 
IS A SACRED PLACE. 




















SS DUDDHISTS KNOW. IT 
AS THE STARTING POINT. 
FOR.THOSE WHO CHOSE 
RECOGNIZE IT-AS THE SPOT. P |: PS oa TO SEEK: SALVATION BY 
PSS WHERE SUKUNABIKONA, i WO SACRIFICING: THEMSELVES 
THE HOT SPRING’GOD,Y , uy SON O-THE SEA’ IN SEARCH ==] 
7 STOPPED. BEFORE RETURNING. : y 


d a TO TOKOYO. WZ 





YEAH, THERE’S Some Vaal 


GODS IN TOKOYO. 
THEY’RE ALL ACTIVE 
AND NOT AT DEATH’S 
DOOR, THOUGH— 
HANI WOULDN’T 
EXACTLY FIT IN. 


BUT IT’S STILL 
PROBABLY A BETTER 
OPTION THAN 
STAYING HERE AND 
RISKING BECOMING 
AN EVIL SPIRIT. 
































WHAT COULD 
WE EVEN DO? 
WE CAN’T 
GO THERE 
OURSELVES. 


LOSES THEIR 
CONNECTION 
TO THE 
MORTAL REALM 
AGAIN? 





OH, WHAT 


I WOULD GIVE 
FOR A SOYBEAN 
SHAKE PURCHASED 
WITH LOVE BY 


WHAT’S GOTTEN MY SOULMATE! 


INTO YOU? 
ARE YOU STILL 
HALF ASLEEP? 


NO MORE 
THAN YOU ARE. 


THE THREE 
keeeg 439 OF US WON’T BE 
2 ABLE TO GO TO 
YOMI TOGETHER 
ANYMORE. 


A WHAT? 
IS THAT 
A REAL 
THING? 


I WOULD LIKE 
A SOYBEAN 
SHAKE. 


OF COURSE. 
THEY’RE SOLD 
IN SPECIALTY 
SHOPS IN 
SHINAGAWA. 











WHAT 
KIND OF 
RIDICULOUS 
GODS AND COMEBACK 
(](| OF THE COIN] | CHILDREN ARE || IS THAT? 
f  =\'S QUIETER? Two SIDES ARE YOU 
OF THE SAME A CHILD? 


JUST GO 
GET A SHAKE 
FROM THE 
FAMILY MART 
OVER THERE. 












ARE YOU JUST GO 
COMMANDING GET SOME- 
ME TO MOVE THING 

MY LEGS? ALREADY! 













KNOCK IT 
yq UNTIL YOU TRY IT/ 

THE STRAW-  f 
BERRY ONE 
IS REALLY 














WELL, IF THATS 
WHAT YOU 
RECOMMEND... 

































YOU’RE 
ALIVE?! 


\ 
AY \ 


















































HIBINO 
YAMATO! 




















\ 


K ICANT \ *% 
BELIEVE IT/ 
"| GRANDPA, 


WHAT'S 
=| GOING ON? [i ames 



























NOHARA 
OSAMU! 
WE FOUGHT 
IN MALAY 
TOGETHER! 

















































YOU WERE 
THE STAR 
OF THE FIFTH 
DIVISION! 


REGRET IS 
GETTING INJURED 
AND HAVING TO 
LEAVE THE 
BATTLEFIELD! 


I’M SO 
SORRY I WASN’T 
ABLE TO FIGHT 
ALONGSIDE YOU 
FOR LONGER. 





YOU MUST ; YAM! = LOOKS LIKE 
REMIND HIM OF 
SOMEONE FROM 
HIS ARMY DAYS. 


GRANDPA’S 
TAKING A TRIP 












GRANDPA! 







IS THIS REALLY 
HIBINO, HOW YOU WANT 
WHAT'S YOU SAID TO SPEND YOUR 






YOU’D SEE YOUR __ LAST VISIT TO 
FRIENDS AGAIN IN KUMANO SHRINE? 
YOUR NEXT LIFE/ 


GOING ON? 















REMEMBER 
WHEN THE THREE 
HE REALLY OF US HELPED 
THAT COW AFTER IT 
TECerEae. i WANDERED INTO THE 


BERS YOU! RICE FIELD? 















IS ANY OF y 
h YEAH... 
ME TRUBS 5 \ GOOD TIMES, 


GOOD TIMES! 






IAM 
GOING 
ALONG 
WITH IT! 


EXCUSE US. 
GRANDPA, 
LETS... 


IGRANDPA/ 


LOOK AT HIM 
AND LOOK AT ME. 
YOU DON’T THINK 

ANYONE WILL BE 
CURIOUS ABOUT 
WHY I LOOK 
SO YOUNG? 


MIKA IS RIGHT, 
NOW YOU’RE 
THE ONE WHO IS 
ACTING CHILDISH! 





ONCE THIS 
MISSION IS OVER, 


@ ~ 
ZZ 














RIGHT. 
I REMEMBER... 





Ania i 




















SABUROU! 





WON'T BE 
COMING 
HOME. 
THERE? 


TELL MY MOM 
I'M SORRY 
THAT T... 


YOU CAN 
COUNT 
ON ME. 
OF 
COURSE 


YAMATO, 
YOU'RE GOING 
BACK OUT TO 

THE FRONT 
LINES? 








THE GODS ARE 
ON MY SIDE. 
T'LL BE FINE. 


YOU'VE BEEN 
LUCKY SO FAR, BUT 
YOU CAN'T DODGE 

EVERY BULLET 

FOREVER! 





HIBINO, 
PLEASE... 





YAMATO, 
GIVE THIS 


LEAVE THIS 
LOCK OF MY 
HAIR AT MY 


FORIEVERYONE; 


; 
H 
& 
% 
se} 
< 
§ 











YAMATO, 
YOU HAVE 
TO TELL 
THEM! 














JUST MAKE IT 
BACK HOME. 






STAY ALIVE 
FOR US. 


MAKE IT BACK, 
CAN YOU... 


PLEASE! 
YOU 
HAVE TO! 













AND FOR 
MY OWN 
SANITY! 













ll | WHYADOE SHI Tx 
‘ AL WAY SIHAVE: 
Aen TOXBESME PY, 

. 








PLEASE JUST 
MAKE IT STOP. 





PLEASE. 






























































PLEASE, 
I'M BEGGING 
You! 














WHY CAN’T I 
JUST FORGET 
ALL OF THIS 
FOR GOOD? 

































































































































| ms 
HARD WORK 
KEEPING 
EVERYTHING 
LOCKED AWAY 






























































(vIN {THE} 
CONFINES ‘OF, 
CS 





LIFE WOULD BE 
SO MUCH EASIER. 








HIBINO 
LOOKS LIKE 
HE’S LOST IN 
THOUGHT... 














WHAT HE’S 
THINKING 
ABOUT. 


IT FEELS LIKE 
SO MUCH HAS 
HAPPENED LATELY. 
9 AND IT LOOKS LIKE 
THINGS AREN’T GOING 
TO SLOW DOWN 
BEFORE WE GET 
«eelF WE EVEN TO YOMI. 
6, MAKE IT THERE 
AT ALL. 
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IT’S HIS FAULT. 
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f if Co 
/ : WHY NOT?! 
a D’YOU THINK 
a i cx I’M GONNA 
\ \ DIE FROM 
we /] cS THE FALL? 
Dy), 
a Z SHUT 
5 UP! |“ 
‘ye KM Ge 
he Whe LF 
a YOU WON’T DIE ‘ = 
BUT YOU’LL ’ y fe 
Z\ GET HURT \ 
yy FOR SURE/ \ NX 
a 
WN a 
ys <a UM 
£3 x ; G7 aC ) f\) 
\ CO 
d ct (h 
WHY’D 
YOU TRY TO 














THAT JOURNAL 
IS FOR ME, 
NOT FOR THEM. 


IT HELPS ME 
GET THROUGH LIFE. 
THEY DON’T NEED 
ANY HELP IN THAT 
DEPARTMENT. 

















DON’T TELL ME 
YOU WERE 
SERIOUS WHEN 
YOU SAID YOU 

WANTED TO 
FORGET ALL 
OF THIS! 


WE’VE BEEN 
OVER THIS. 















































































































































THE Fist ONE: DEATH HAS 

rs OBVIOUSLY, IS PHASES, 

Fi WHEN YOU DIE. YOU KNOW. H 

i] THE SECOND i 

EY ONE IS MORE : 
ABSTRACT. i 














EVEN AFTER 
YOUVE : 
P PHYSICALLY ff 
AS LONG AS PASSED ON, §f 
LIVING PEOPLE i 
ARE THINKING 
ABOUT YOU, 


YOU’RE STILL 
LIVING ON 
IN THEIR 
THOUGHTS. 












THAT’S WHEN 
6 4 YOU REALLY DIE.” 


THEYAWIANIVEYONIEORY 
TONS, ASIC MNGERE) 
TTOIREMEMBERSTHEMS 


IN FACT, I KNOW 
THEY ARE. BUT THAT 
DOESN’T MAKE IT 
ANY EASIER. 


BUT WE’RE 
AT THE END 
OF THE ROAD. 


I’VE HEARD PEOPLE SAY 
ANYTHING THAT HAPPENED 
MORE THAN 10 YEARS AGO 

IS ANCIENT HISTORY. 
IF THAT’S THE CASE, 
WHAT DOES THAT MAKE ME? 


AND WHAT DO 
ALL THE MEMORIES 
OF THESE PEOPLE 

HAVE TO SAY 

ABOUT THAT? 


I’M SURE 
SOME OF THEM 
ARE JUST WAITING 
FOR ME TO FORGET 
ABOUT THEM 
SO THEY CAN 
PASS ON. 













THAT’S WHAT 
I THINK, 
AT LEAST. 


I JUST DON’T 
THINK THIS IS 
THE KIND OF THING 
YOU CAN RUSH INTO. 
WHY’D YOU DECIDE 
TO DO THIS TODAY? 








IF MY LIFE IS 
REALLY COMING 
TO AN END, 


THEY SHOULD ALL 
HAVE A PROPER 


DEATH FIRST. 


THIS ISN’T THE 
RIGHT TIME. 


YOU’RE THE 
ONLY ONE THAT 
REMEMBERS THEM! 
FORGETTING ABOUT 
THEM IS A HUGE DEAL. 
ONCE YOU DO THAT, 
THEY’LL ALL REALLY 
BE DEAD/ 


SS 
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OH, YOU’RE 
THINKING 
NOW? 





IT MIGHT BE 
COMFORTING TO 
SPEND YOUR DAYS 
INSIDE A FORTRESS 
OF YOUR OWN 
MEMORIES, BUT 
IF YOU SPEND 
TOO MUCH TIME 
IN THERE, YOU 
MIGHT NOT EVER 
COME OUT. 


IT’S BEEN 
ON MY MIND 
FORA 
LONG TIME. 


I KNEW I’D 
HAVE TO LET GO 
EVENTUALLY. 


I DIDN’T 
JUST DECIDE 
TO DO THIS 
ON A WHIM. 
















HE HELPED ME 
REALIZE 
SOMETHING. 





I THINK TALKING 
WITH OSAMU AGAIN 
WAS THE LAST 
LITTLE PUSH 
I NEEDED. 






IT WAS THE 
TWO OF YOU 





































































































































































































THAT DID ALL 
THE HEAVY 
LIFTING. 





GOOD MEMORIES 
FOR ONCE HAS BEEN 
A NICE CHANGE 
OF PACE. 
















TLL BE FINE 
AS LONG AS I 
CAN REMEMBER 
THE GOOD TIMES 
THAT THE THREE 
OF US SHARED 
TOGETHER. 
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YEAH IT DOES/ 
IS IMPORTANT 
TO RECOGNIZE 
GOOD MOMENTS 
AND APPRECIATE 
THEM! 


UGH, WHATEVER! 
IF YOU CAN 
RECOGNIZE WHEN 
THINGS ARE 
IMPORTANT, 
DON’T THROW 
THEM AWAY! 














I DUNNO IF 
I SHOULD BE 
SICKENED OR 
DELIGHTED TO 
HEAR THAT BUT 
EITHER WAY 
IT HAS NOTHING 
TO DO WITH 
ANYTHING! 


























OH? LOOK 
WHO's TALKING! 
YOU’RE ABOUT 
TO THROW AWAY 

SOMETHING AWFULLY 
IMPORTANT TOO! 






































THE MITSUHA 
THAT ONLY 
YOU KNEW 

WILL DIE TOO. 





I BELIEVE YOU’VE 
OVERLOOKED 
AN IMPORTANT 

MEMORY AS WELL, 

HIBINO. 


UNBELIEV- 
ABLE. 





WHAT’S 
GOING ON? 


AREN’T I A PART OF 
THOSE MEMORIES 
YOU’RE TRYING TO 

THROW AWAY? 





I’M YOUR 
| SOULMATE! 


I DON’T 
‘| FOLLOW. 


Jo" 


YOU MUST BE ff 

PLAYING DUMB. Y/// 
IMSURE _ |/ 
YOU KNOW i/ 

WHAT I MEAN. {fs 





ff 3 ( I REALLY 


DON’T! 
\ WHAT’S THE HURRY?| 
’ YOU’RE ACTING 
~ LIKE YOU’RE AT 


DEATH’S DOOR. 


HOW CAN 

YOU BE ANSWER ME/ 
SO SURE I DON’T 
IM NOT?! HAVE MUCH 


TIME LEFT! 


















































WELL, LOOK 
AT ALL THIS 
YOUTHFUL 
ENERGY... 





HIBINO... 


























































































































ACTUALLY 
MAD? 


HANI’S 
DARK AURA 
IS TAKING 
OVER! 


























1 CAN'T 
REMEMBER 

EVEN A 
(\/ iates 


oy onset My PASTI 
REMEMBER ME #* 


SAC, IS OF LITTLE 
Mask ivportance, jh 


New 
THING! 


BUT I CANNOT 
BEAR TO DIE 
BEFORE I 
LEARN WHO : 
T REALLY AMI SINGLE 


THING! 


DIFFERENT 
BEFORE 1 MET 
THE TWO 
OF you! 





i> 





AND EVEN IF 
THERE WAS, 
WHO CARES? 




















IT COULDN'T 
HAVE BEEN THAT 
IMPORTANT. 


















































WHO SAYS 
THERE’S 
ANYTHING 
TO HIDE? 





a 


SO WHAT’S THE 
POINT IN GETTING 
ALL WORKED UP 
OVER SOMETHING 
SO TRIVIAL? 















i G, TRY ACTING 
ry O 


R AGE 
NEXT TIME! 





































































































































WHY 
THE HECK 
WOULD YOU 
SAY SOME- 
THING SO 
CHILDISH? 











(T HURTS 
= SO MUCH. 


ww 
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HANI, IF YOU COULD 
HAVE DONE THAT 
THE WHOLE TIME, 
WHY DID YOU WAIT 
UNTIL AFTER WE 

WERE SOAKED? 











TLL CONSIDER 
THAT FOR 
NEXT TIME. 



































so. 
YOUR HEART. 




















































































































IT HURTS, 
HUH? 















































































































































































































AND YOUR 
TRUE NAME 
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I'VE 
KNOWN YOU 
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